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IF  a  genuine  aHd  authentic  narrative  of 

events^  which  may  be  juftly  reckoned  ex» 
traotdinaryy  though  they  come  not  up  to  th^ 
ftandard  of  adventures j  be  thought  equally  in* 
terefting  with  a  fiSlitious  Novel,  or  an  im* 
probable  Romance,  no  apology  will  he  re-^ 
quired  for  the  prefent  publication.  Indeed^ 
to  apologize  for  fo  innocent  and  even  laudable 
an  attempt  as  that  to  entertain  the  Public^ 
by  any  fpecics  of  compofition,  fanSlified  as  it 
is  by  cuflom,  fhould  always  be  thought  fu- 
perfluous  *,  and  though  that  end  fhould  not  bi 
attained  by  the  following  narration,  yet  at 
teqfi  it  may  be  inter efting  to  profefftonal  nun^ 
who  are  continually  escpofed  to  the  fame 
difafters.  Like  the  draughts  of  rocks  and 
quickfands  in  their  charts^  it  may  ferve  to 
direct  them  how  to  avoid  the  danger,  or, 
when  once  involved  in  it,  how  to  conduff 
themfehes  through  it. 


A2 


tn 


181174 


[     iv     ] 

In  the  relating  of  our  tranfaSiions  at  fea^ 
all  technical  terms  have  been  avoided  as  far 
as  pfftble  \  yet  on  fome  occaftons  they  could 
not  be  wholly  difptnfed  with.  The  frequent 
ufe  of  egotifm  will  be  excufed  by  thofe  who 
eonjider  its  necefftty^  from  the  nature  of  thi 
fubje£l. 

Though  in  narratives  of  this  kind  there 
are  fometimes  conjiderable  embellifbments  and 
exaggerations y  yet  the  authenticity  of  the 
fdSs  here  related^  cannot  fo  reafonably  be 
called  in  quejiionj  as  thofe  of  an  anonymous 
produSlion :  for  it  will  not  appear  probable 
to  any  thinking  perfon,  that  1  fiouli  put  my 
name  to  a  relation  either  exceeding  orfhort  of 
the  truths  when  it  is  confidered^  that  there 
are  fever al  perfons  living,  who  would  be  ready 
to  contradiff  my  afjertions. . 
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THE 

EDITOR'S  PREFACE 


T  O 


THE  SECOND  EDITION. 


nrHIS  narrative  was  not  originally  in- 
tended for  the  public  eye,  but  was 
drawn  up  haftily  by  the  Author,  in  order 
to  lay  a  reprefentation  of  his  cafe  before 
Government,  and  to  follicit  feme  repara- 
tion for  the  lofles  be  had  fudained  in  his 
Majefty*s  fervice.  Being  ordered  out  in 
the  Spring,  to  his  regiment  in  Canada,  he 
revifed  the  copy,  and  left  fome  emenda- 
tions with  the  Editor,  in  cafe  it  fliould  be 
thqught  deferving  of  a  fecond  impreflSon. 
The  very  favourable  reception  the  book 
met  with,  did  not  leave  the  Editor  a 
doubt  of  republifhing  it. 

ft 

The  Author  at  the  fame  time  gave  it  in 
charge  to  the  Editor,  to  acknowledge  his 

gratitude 
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gratitude  to  the  late  Miniftry  $  who^  on  th« 
reprefentation  of  his  extraordinary  fufFer- 
ings  and  loffhs,  in  a  great  meafure  made 
good  the  latter,  after  the  truth  of  the 
relation  had  been  certified  by  Lord  Dal- 
rymple,  aide-de-camp  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton^ 
in  America,  at  the  time  Mr.  Prenties  de- 
livered his  difpatches.  He  defired  that 
his  thanks  ihould  be  in  a  particular  man- 
ner fignified  to  Mri  Filher,  who  was  then 
Under  Secretary  for  the  Anjerican  depart- 
ment; a  gentleman  whofe  humanity  and 
politenefs,  whilft  in  office,  made  him  re* 
l[)efted  by  every  one  who  had  any  tranf- 
a&iops  with  him. 

Critics  muft  not  judge  of  this  as  a  li- 
terary work.  The  Author  does  not  afpire 
to  the  chara^er  of  a  fine  wTiter.  It  is 
merely  intended  as  a  fimple  narrative  of 
fa^Sy  and  is  not  calculated  to  amufe,  or 
aflonifh,  at  the  expence  of  the  Reader's 
judgment  and  the  Author^s  veracity. 

It  has  been  objected  by  fome,  that  Mr. 
Prenties  has  not  given  the  name  of  the 
Matter.     Now  this,  one  may  clearly  per- 
ceive. 
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ceive,  he  has  declined  through  delicacy; 
a$  impartiality  and  a  regard  to  truth  made 
it  necefTary  for  him  to  relate  certain  parti- 
culars not  fo  much  to  the  mafler's  credit. 
This  ipan  is  now  in  London^  and  has  been 
in  England  fince  the  firfl  publication  of  the 
narrative.  If  the  fadts  related  in  it  be 
not  authentic^  let  him  fland  forth^  and 
publicly  difavow  them. 


Lrti£ 


The  Author  will,  no  doubt,  be  pleafcd 
to  find,  that  he  has  furniihed  an  ufeful 
hint  to  Government ;  the  Pandora  frigate 
having  been  ordered  laft  Summer  into  the 
gut  of  Canfo,  where  fiie  captured  fever^l 
American  privateer^. 
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EictraSf  from  the  Monthly  Review 
/<?r  Auguft,  1782. 

*'  The  refourccs  to  avoid  cola,  land 
'^  fuftain  life,  amidft  this  foene  of  wretch- 
'*  cdncfs,  [the  fcene  defcribed  in  this  Utile 
"  volume^  almoft  realize  the1i(£tions  of  De 
**  Foe,  in  his  RMnfin  Crujo",  and  pro- 
'*  bably  exceed  the  contrivances  of  Aiex- 
*^  ander  Selkirk,  thegrnuine  hero  of  that 
*'  admired  ftory.  The  prefent  naifr^ve 
is  very  interefiing.  It  13  related  with 
moderation  and  good  fenfe.  The  Au*- 
'^  thor  hath  given  us  a  ilriking  example 
*'  of  unlhaken  fortitude  ;  and,  at  the  fame 
*'  time,  hath  difplayed  a  fertility  of  inven- 
•*  tion,  more  particularly  confpicuous  in 
"  the  moft  defperate  fituations.'* 
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A  SHIPWRECK,  &'c. 


ON  the  17th  of  November  fySo, 
I  embarked  on  boar.i  the  St.  Law- 
rence bri?;jntine,  then  lying  in  the  bafon 
of  Quebec,  i-nd  bound  to  New  York, 
beinp- charo'cd  with  difi/atchcs  from  Ge- 
neral  Haldimand,  commander  in  chief 
in  that  province,  to  Sir  Mcnry  Clinton. 
The  fame  day,  on  receiving  our  failing 
orders,  we  weighed  anchor,  and  dropped 
down  to  the  harbour  called  Patrick** 
Hole,  in  the  ifland  of  Orleans,  in  com- 
pany  with  a  fchooner  bound  to  the  fame 
port,  on  board  of  which  was  an  Enfigri 
Diummond,  of  the  44th  regiment,  with 
duplicates  of  General  Haldimand's  dif- 
patches.  In  this  place  we  were  detained 
lix  days  by  a  contrary  wind  5  at  the  ex- 
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piration  of  which  time  the  froxl  had  fet 
in  with  prodigious  fevcrity,  and  the  ice 
■was  forming  faft  in  all  parts  of  the  river. 
Had  the  wind  continued  unfair  for  a  few 
clays  longer,  we  fliould  iiave  been  en- 
tirely blocked  up  by  it,  and  had  hap- 
])ily  cfca])cd  the  calamities  which  after- 
wards bcieii  ds..  ,    /    ^     r^"     .  . 


On  ^he  24rb,  the  wind  being  fair,  wc 
pnt  under  weigh,  and  proceeded  down  the 
river  St.  J./a\\rencc,  as  far  as  the  Brandy 
Pors,  illands  fo  called,  nbont  ioriv  leagues 
from  Quebec.  At  this  place  the  wind 
veered  abcuit  to  the  north-ealr,  which  ob- 
liged us  oo;ain  to  anchor,  'i  he  weather 
continued  intenrdy  cold  ;  and  the  veliel, 
being  leaky,  made  fo  much  water  as  to 
render  ir  neceffiry  to  keep  one  pump  con- 
tinually going.  A  change  of  wind  luon 
after  enabled  us  to  [)rocecd  on  our  voyage, 
and  to  make  the  iilnnd  ct  Anticoili, 
which  is  at  the  mouth  of  tlic  river  St. 
Lawrence  ;  when  the  wind  coming  round 
again  to  the  eaiUvard,  we  were  obliged 
to  beat  olland  on  between  this  ifland  and 
Cape  Rozierc  for  four  days  -,  cur  vcilcl 

at 
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at  the  fame  time  increafing  her  leaks  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  we  were  under  the 
neceffity  of  rigging  the  other  pump,  and 
of  keeping  them  both  conftantly  at  work. 
Being  now  in  a  higher  h\ticude,  the  feve- 
rity  of  the  cold  had  increafed  in  propor- 
tion, and  the   ice  bcran  to  form   fa  faft 
about  the  iliip  as  to  alarm  us  exceedingly, 
left  we  fhould  be  entirely  fiirrounded  by 
it  i  which  we  only  prevented  by  cutting 
and  breaklnc:  valt  quantities   from  her 
fides.     To  this  tafli,  with  that  of  keeping 
tl.e  pumps  at  work,  the  crew,  together 
vvlrh  the  pa  fie  ngers.,  were  fcarcely  equal, 
only  nineteen  perfons  being  on  board,  of 
whom  iix  were  rallengers,  and  the  re- 
mainder very  indifrerent  feamen.    As  for 
the   mafter,  from  whom   in  the  prefent 
emergency  we  might  have  expecfled  fome 
degree  of  exertion,  inftead  of  attending  to 
his  duty  and  the  prefervation  of  his  (hip, 
he  remained  continually  in  a  ftate  of  in- 
toxication in  his  cabin.    . 


On  the  29th  the  wind  came  round  to 
the  north-well^,  and  we  proceeded  down 
th  e  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  with  two  feet 
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water  in  the  Ihip's  hold.  The  wind  kept 
gradually  incrcafing  till  the  ill  of  De- 
cember^ when  it  blew  a  pcrfedt  gale  from 
the  north-well  quarter  i  and  the  lliip's 
cre'.v  being  now  almolt  overconne  with 
cold  and  fatigue,  feeing  no  profpcd  of 
gaining  upon  the  leak,  the  water  having 
already  increafed  to  four  feet  in  the  h  Id, 
nor  a  poliibility  of  makiiv.^  any  poit, 
they  came  to  the  rcfolutic/n  of  working 
no  longer  at  the  jnimps-,  vv'hlch  wa"^  una* 
Tiimoully  aiyreed  to  by  all  the  foremail: 
men.  They  accordingly  left  off  working, 
and  declared  th-nifelves  ([uite  indiflerent 
about  their  fare^,  preferring  the  alrerna- 
tive  of  PoinjT  to  the  bottom  to^icther  with 
the  veflcl,  to  that  of  Uirfcring  fuch  fe^'ere 
and  incelTanc  labour  in  fo  dcfperalc  a  fuua- 
tion.  Their  fatigues,  it  mud  be'  con- 
fefTed,  from  the  17th  of  November  had 
been  excefllve  ;  and  tlwugh  hope  might 
it  ill  remain,  yet  our  prefent  circumllances  . 
were  fuch  as  to  ."xckulc  all  probability  at 
lead:  of  faving  the  vciill.  However,  by 
the  force  of  perfuafion  and  }>romifes,  to- 
gether with  the  timely  dillribution  of  a 
pint  of  wine  per  man,  which  I  had  fortu- 
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natcly  brought  on  board,  they  were  di- 
verted from  this  defperate  reroliition,  hut 
with -great  reluctance,  inning,  with  Ibine 
truth,  as  we  aittrwards  experienced,  and 
with  more  than  thev  themfelves  were  aware 
of,  that  whether  the  vellel  filled  or  not 
war.  a  m:utcr  of  no  confequcnce.  This 
ilehiv,  thoup.h  not  exceeding  a  quarter  of 
an  hour,  had  inGrcirifed  the  depth  of  water 
another  foot ;  bur  the  men  added  to  their 
exertions,  being  encouraged  by  the  wine, 
which  was  iliued  to  them  ever}^  half-hour, 
fucceeded  fo  far  as  to  reduce  the  water  in 
the  fpace  of  two  hours  to  Icfs  than  three 
feet.  The  captain  ftill  remained  in  his 
cabin.  '  ,  '  .    ^ 


During  the  2d  and  3d  of  December 
the  gale  feemed  to  increafe  rather  than  di- 
minifli.  The  ice  formed  fo  thick  on  the 
lhip*s  (ides,  as  to  impede  her  way  verv 
much  through  the  water  j  which  furnilhed 
us  with  a  new  labour,  that  of  cutting  it 
off,  as  fall  as  it  formed,  with  faws  and 
axes.  The  leak  continued  to  gain  ground. 
The  fchooner  that  w^as  in  company,  far 
from  being  able  to  afford  us  any  affift- 
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ance,  was  in  as  leaky  a  condition  as  our 
own  vcflel,  having  ftruck  upon  feme  rocks 
at  the  illand  of  Coudres,  through  the  ifg- 
norance  or  ncgledl  of  her  pilot.  A  heavy 
ihovv  beginning  to  fall,  it  was  with  the 
utmod  dirl^culry  we  could  get  (ight  of  each 
other,  though  at  no  great  diftance,  and, 
in  order  not  to  part  company,  fired  a  gun 
every  haU-hour.  1  he  fchooner  at  length 
made  no  anfwcr  to  our  guns,  whence  we 
concluded  fhe  had  foundered  ;  nor  were 
\ve  wrong  in  our  fuppofition.  There  were 
fixteen  perfons  on  board,  every  one  of 
whpm  perilhed. 

On  the  following  day  the  gale  increafed 
prodigioufly,  and  the  fea  began  to  run 
high,  wi-th  a  licavy  fall  of  fnow,  fo  as  to 
prevent  our  feeing  twenty  yards  a-head  of 
the  veffel.  The  men  being  ex cefTively  fa- 
tigued, the  water  had  rifcn  to  its  ufual 
quantity  of  between  four  and  five  feet. 
The  mate,  whom  I  have  not  yet  taken 
notice  of,  an  intelligent  young  man,  and 
well  acquainted  with  his  profeffion,  judged., 
from  the  diftance  we  had  run,  that  we 
coyld  not  now  be  far  from  the  Magdalen 
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Illands,  which   He  about  midway  in  the 

Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence.     Thefe  iflands  are 

nothing  more   than  a   clufter  of  rocks, 

fome  appearing  above,  and  others  hidden 

under  the  water,  and  have  been   fatal  to 

many  veflels.     Seamen  wifh  often  to  make 

them  in  fine  weather,  as  they  ferve  to  take 

a  new  dej)arture  from  ;  but  in  foggy  or 

blowing  weather  they  as  {ludioufly  avoid 

them.     The  mate's  coniedlure  was  but  too 

well  founded  ;  for  in  lefs  than  two  hours 

we  heard  the  fea  breaking  upon  tlie  rocks, 

snd   focn    after  dlfcovercd  the   principal 

illand,  called  the   Dead  man,  clofe  under 

our  Ice,  the   jioint  of  which  it  Vvas.with 

the  greateft  difBcultv  thut  we  v/eathcred. 

Having  hapj^-ily  clearrd   the  main  ifland, 

we  were  ildl   far  from  thinkincf  ourfclves 

fecure  ;  for   being  unable,  on  account  of 

the  heavy  fall  of  fnow,  to  fee  many  yards 

a-head  of  the  vefiel,    and  hchvx  in  the 

midft  of  the  fmall  iflands,  there  appeared 

very  little  probability  that. we  fliould  pafs 

clear  of  them  all    in   the  fame  manner. 

Not  being  able  to  diftingr.llh  any  one  in 

time  to  avoid  ir,  we  were  oulir^ed  to  leave 

the  veffcl  to  the  direction  of  Piovidence, 

V  and 
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ami  form natelv,  I  miorht  fav  almoft  mi- 
racnloufly,  ran  througb  them  all  without 
damage.  The  anxiety  ^and  perturbation 
of  mind  that  the  crew  and  paflengers  were 
in,  while  h  the  midft  of  thefc  rocks, 
may  be  eafny  conceived  :  and  now  that 
thic  dany-er  was  uvcr,  it  turned  out  to  be 
a  fortuniite  cccuvrence  for  us  -,  for,  by 
this  tiaie,  the  laih>rs  being  ready  to  link 
under  the  accumiihited  diftrefTes  of  cold 
and  fatigue,  and  deprefled  by  the  little 
hopes  they  had  of  faving  the  vcliel,  had 
nearly  determined  a  fecund  time  to  (jiiit 
the  pumps,  and  leave  the  veflcl  to  her  fate, 
when  acquiring  freHi  fpirirs  from  the  dan- 
ger we  had  el'capcd,  and,  as  tlie  vulgar 
are  generally  inclined  to  fuperftition,  at- 
tributing what  was  perhaps  accicicr.t  alone' 
to  the  immediate  intcrpolition  of  Provi- 
dence, they  aerced  to  continue  their  efforts 
a  little  longer;  towards  which  they  were 
iikewife.  not  a  little  encouraged  by  the 
wine  which  1  diUribuced  to  them  ccca- 
iionally. 


During  the  night  the  gale  continuing, 
and  the  lea   running  very  high,  we  were 

appre- 
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jippreheftfive  of  being  what  feaitien  ciili 
pooped,    or  having  the  ftern  of  poop  of 
the  veflel  beaten  in  by  the  waves  ;  which 
happened  in  fa£t  as  we  apprehended :  for 
about  ^st  in  the  morning  of  the  5th,  a 
large  wave  broke  on  the  ihip's  quarter^ 
which  Hove  in  our  dead  lights,  filled  the 
cabin,  and  waihed  the  mafter  out  of  his 
bed,  where  he  had  remained  ever  flnce 
the  commencement  of  the  gale*    Thi^  ac* 
cident  was  attended   with  woffe   cortfe** 
quenc^s  than  we  at  fifft  imagined)  fcf 
we  foon  difcovered,  from  the  incredfe  of 
the  leaks,   that  the  ftenvpoft  had  been 
flatted  by  the  impulfe  of  the  fea.    Having 
nothing  in  the  after-hold,  fto  other  refourec 
was  left  but  that  of  attempting  to  ftop 
the  leaks  with  btef^  which  we  cut  into 
fmall  pieces  for  thdt   purpofe:  but  thlfi 
expedient  we  foon  found  ineffedUal,  and 
the  water  continued  to  gain  on  us  fafter 
than   ever.     The  failors  finding  all  their 
laboi]fs  fruitlefs,  and  the  leak,  which  vi^as 
condantly  ihcreafing  before,  now  rendered 
by  our  late  misfortune  entirely  irreparable, 
abandoned  thcmfelves  totally  to  defpair, 
and  again  refufed  to  work  at  the  pumps 

C  any 
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uny  longer.  They  had  not  however  long 
remained  inaftive  before  we  contrived  once 
more  to  nerfuade  them,  to  make  another 
effort  to  clear  the  veflel ;  when,  to  our  great 
furprife  and  condernation,  we  found  the 
pumps  fo  hard  frozen  that  it  was  impofii- 
ble  to  move  them. 


All  endeavours  now  to  keep  the  fhip 
clear  were  intffedtual,  fo  that  in  a  very 
fliort  time  ihe  filled  to  the  water's 
edge.  Having  no  longer,  as  we  imagined,, 
the  fmalleft  foundation  for  hope,  we  re- 
iigned  ourfelves  with  as  much  fortitude  as 
poffible  to  our  fate,  which  we  expeded 
every  moment  to  be  that  of  going  to  the 
bottom.  Notwithftanding,  when  the  vef- 
fel  was  quite  full,  we  obfervcd  Ihe  was 
very  little  deeper  in  the  water  than  before; 
and  then  recollecting  acircumflance,  which 
the  trouble  and  confufion  we  had  been  in 
had  almoft  obliterated,  namely,  that  we 
had  a  quantity  of  lumber  on  board,,  we 
immediately  accounted  for  the  phenomc'^ 
non  of  her  not  (inking  beyond  a  certain 
depth  in  the  water,  and  began  to  recall 
hopes  of  faving  our  lives  at  leaft>  if  we 

could 


could  but  prevent  her  from  overfetting 
till  we  could  make  the  ifland  of  St.  John's, 
or  fome  other  ifland  in  the  gulph.  Ha- 
ving no  guns  on  deck,  and  not  much  lum- 
ber, to  render  thefliip  top-heavy,  wc  con- 
trived to  prevent  her  from  overfetting,  by 
(leering  diredly  before  the  wind;  though 
not  without  fome  difficulty,  as,  from  the 
little  way  flie  made  through  the  water, 
the  waves  frequently  wafhed  clear  over 
the  decks.  Beiides  taking  care  to  keep 
the  vefTel  Heady,  we  ufed  every  precau- 
tion to  fecure  our  boat  from  being  waflied 
overboard,  the  lofs  of  which  would  in  our 
prefent  circumftances  be  a  dreadful  mif- 
fortune.  The  cabin,  being  railed  above 
the  level  of  the  main  deck,  was  tolerably 
clear  of  water,  and  afforded  us  fome  little 
fhelrer  from  the  feverity  of  the  weather. 
Thither  we  retired,  leaving  only  one  man 
upon  deck  to  govern  the  helm,  who  was, 
faftened  by  a  rope  to  prevent  his  being 
carried  away  by  the  waves,  which  at  times 
made  a  free  paflTage  over  us. 


The  gale  ftill  continued  without  remif- 
Gon,  the  fnow  falling  fo  thick  at  the  fame 

C  2  time 


rime,  as  to  prevent  our  feeing  to  the  maft^ 
Jiead.  We  knew  from  the  diftance  we 
had  ruHj  that  we  could  not  be  far  from 
land.  The  captain  imagined  from  our 
courfe>  during  the  night,  and  fince  the  fhip 
filled  in  the  morning,  that  we  rauft  be 
near  the  ifland  of  St,  John's,  which  lie$ 
between  the  Magdalen  iflands  and  the  gut 
of  Canfo,  This  gave  us  hopes  of  faving 
our  livcf,  in  cafe  we  could  run  afliore  on 
fume  fandy  part  of  it,  till  they  we^e  daihed 
by  the  further  inforrpatipn  we  had  from 
the  captain,  that  the  north-eaft  fide  of  the 
ifland  was  nothing  but  a  continued  reef  of 
roeks  from  one  end  to  the  other,  and 
that  there  wa$  but  ^ne  harbour  where 
Ihipa  could  put  in,  which  he  recoUefled 
was  on  the  oppoflte  fide  of  the  ifland. 
In  a  few  hours  after,,  we  obferved  the  wave^ 
grew  (horter  and  break  higher,  which  is 
always  found  to  be  the  cafe  on  approach- 
ing the  fliore ;  and  likewife  a  number  of 
gulls  and  ducks  flying  about,  a  further 
fign  we  could  not  be  far  diftant  from  it. 

We  now  concluded  rhat  we  were  about 
tp  run  V(pon  the  rapks,  which,  the  captain 

informed 
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informed  us,  fkirted  the  north-eaft  fide  of 
the  ifland,  and  on  approaching  the  land 
laboured  under  greater  dreacl  and  appre- 
henfion,  than  amidfl  all  the  dangers  we 
had  before  experienced,  the  idea  of  being 
caft  upon  thofe  tremendous  rocks  being 
more  terrifying  than  that  of  being  buried, 
^s  our  companions  were,  in  the  bofom  of 
the  ocean,  The  ibip  bad  ftill  confidera*- 
ble  way  through  the  water,  though  full, 
and  with  no  other  fail  i^^t  but  a  clofe^ 
reefed  forc'top-fail,  which  was  the  only 
one  we  could  difplay ;  and  the  canvas 
being  new,  it  had  hitherto  ftood  the 
gale.  The  captain  propofcd  bringing  the 
Ihip  to,  to  keep  her  off  the  land  ;  which 
I  oppofed,  as  well  as  the  mate,  urging 
the  probability  that  we  ihould  overfet  her 
in  the  attempt  •,  and  that  moreover,  Ihould 
we  be  able  to  effedl  it,  fhe  muft  after  a)l 
drive  afliore,  as  in  her  prefent  ftate  it  was 
impoffible  to  make  any  way  to  windward* 
Our  opinion,  however,  was  rejedbed,  and 
an  attempt  was  made  to  brace  about  the 
fore  yard ;  but  it  was  found  impradlicable, 
the  ropes  and  blocks  being  covered  with 
ice,    We  were  therefore  obliged  to  let  ic 

remain 
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remain  as  before ;  and  the  water  having 
fuddenly  changed  its  colour,  we  expedled 
the  (hip  to  flrike  every  inflant.  Small  as 
our  expecftations  were  of  faving  our  lives, 
I  thought  it  incumbent  on  me  to  take  every 
precaution  to  fave  the  dil'patches  I  was 
charged  with,  and  therefore  ordered  my 
fervant  to  open  my  trunks,  and  colleft 
all  the  letters  they  contained,  which  I  put 
into  a  handkerchief,  and  fattened  about 
my  waift.  He  at  the  fame  time  offered 
me  the  money  he  found  in  them,  to  the 
amount  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  guineas, 
which  I  dciired  him  to  difpofe  of  as  he 
thought  proper,  thinking  it  in  the  prefent 
emergency  rather  an  incumbrance  than  a 
matter  worthy  of  prefervation.  My  fer- 
vant, however,  thought  otherwife,  and 
took  care  to  fecure  the  cafh,  which  was 
afterwards  of  more  fervice  to  us,  than  at 
that  time  I  could  poflibly  have  imagined. 

The  weather  continued  thick  as  ufual 
till  about  one  o'clock,  when  fuddenly 
clearing  up,  we  difcovcred  the  land,  at 
about  tnree  leagues  diftance.  This  fight 
gave  us  no  fmall  fatisfadion,  taking  it  at 
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firft  to  be  the  iflancl  ot  Sr.  John's,  which 
being  inhabited  by  feveral  French  and  En- 
lifti  families,  we  might  have  exjiedted 
ome  aflitliince  from  them;  but  on  a  nearer 
view  found,  from  the  plans  we  had  on 
board,  that  it  had  not  the  lead  appearance 
of  that  ifland,  there  being  no  Tuch  moun- 
tains and  precipices  laid  down,    as  we 
difcovercd.     On  drawing  nigher,  wc  ob- 
fcrved  the  fea  break  high,  and  have  a  very 
difmal  appearance  about  tliree  miles  from 
the  land.     As  it  was  neceflary  for  us  to 
pafs  through  thofe  breakers  ere  we  could 
gain  the  Ihore,  we  expedted  that  out  fate 
would  be  determined  there ;  but,  contrary 
to  our  expeftations,  there  was  a  coniider- 
able  depth  of  water,  fo  that  we  went  over 
the  reef  without   touching,  though  not 
without  Ihipping  many  heavy  Teas,  which, 
had  not  the  veliel's  timbers  been  itrong,' 
and  her  loading  light,  mult  infallibly  have 
dafhcd  her  to  pieces.     The  land  now  be- 
gan to  have  a  dreadful  appearance.  Teem- 
ing at  the  diftance  we  were  off  to  be  high 
and  rocky ;  but  on  approaching  within  a 
mile  of  it,  we  had  the  pleafure  of  dcfcry- 
ing  a  fine  fandy  beach  and  a  bold  fliore.. 

The 
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The  fea  ran  high,  but  not  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree as  on  the  reef  we  had  aheady  paffed* 
As  wc  advanced,  the  water  continued  to 
Jiave  a  depth  beyond  our  moft  languine 
wiihes,  fo  as  to  allow  us  to  come  within 
fifty  or  fixty  yards  of  the  beach  before  we 
Itruck.     Now  was   the  time  for   every 
man's  apprehenfions  to  be  on  the  rack,  as 
we  might  expcdl,  on  touching  the  Ihore, 
that  the  ihip  would  go  to  pieces.  At  length 
fhe  grounded  with   a  violent  concuflion. 
On  the  firil  ftroke  the  main-maft  went  out 
of  the  l^ep,  and  on  the  fecond  the  fore- 
maft  5  but  neither  of  them  fell  over  the 
fidej  the  deal  boards  in  the  hold  being 
flowed  fo  clofe  together  that  the  mads  had 
no  room  to  play  below  ^  at  the  fame  time 
the  rudder  was  unfhipped  with  fuch  vio- 
lence as  to  be  near  killing  one  of  the  fail- 
ors.     As   foon  as  the  ihip  had   grounded, 
the  fea  began   to   beat  over  her  in  every 
part,  each  wave  lifting  her  four  or  five 
feet  nearer  the  fhore.     In  a  Ihort  fpace  of 
time  the  Item  was  beat- in  by  the  fea ;  and 
then,  having  no  fhelter  In  the  cabin,  we 
were  obliged  to  go  upon  deck,  and  hang 
by  the  flirouds^  left  we  fliould  be  wafted 
;^  I  overboard. 
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overboard.  In  this  uncomfortable  fitua* 
tion  we  remained  till  the  veffel  was  beat 
fo  high  by  the  waves^  that  we  could  ven- 
ture to  walk  upon  deck.  We  now  per- 
ceived that  the  Ihip's  keel  was  broken, 
which  we  imag^ined  would  occafion  her  to 
go  to  pieces :  this  however  did  not  hap- 
pen for  the  prefent ;  which  I  can  only  at- 
tribute to  the  boards  in  the  hold  being  fa 
intervoven  with  each  other,  and  frozen 
together  by  the  ice,  as  to  give  a  degree  of 
folidity  to  the  veffeL 
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Our  firft  care  now  was  to  get  put  the 
boat ',  which  was  not  to  be  accomplifhed 
without  difficulty,  on  account  of  the  quan- 
tity of  ice  that  was  in  and  about  it,  and 
our  redudion  in  number  of  efFedtive  hands 
by  the  intoxication  of  feveral  of  the  crew, 
who  had  thought  that  the  moft  efFeftual 
method  of  getting  rid  of  the  apprehen- 
fions  they  laboured  unden  Our  velTel  had, 
from  the  violence  of  the  waves  dafhing 
again  ft  her,  broachcd-to,  with  her  broad- 
fide  to  the  wind,  fo  that  fhe  afforded  fome 
ihelter  for  the  boat  to  the  leeward.  Ha- 
ving with  much  labour  cleared  the  boat  of 

D  ice, 
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Ice,  and  prepared  her  for  launching,  I 
ordered  fome  liquor  to  be  diftributed  to 
thofe  who  were  yet  fober,  and  then  alked, 
if  any  were  willing  to  embark  with  mc 
in  the  boat,  and  make  the  attempt  to  gain 
the  fhore.  The  Tea  running  (q  high,  that 
it  appeared  fcarcely  poffible  for  the  boat 
to  live  in  it  for  a  minute,  very  few  were 
willing  to  make  an  experiment  fo  full  of 
rifk ;  lb  that  all  who  offered  themfelves 
were  the  mate  and  two  failors,  together 
with  my  fervant^  and  a  boy  who  was  a 
paflenger  on  board.  What  gave  us  the 
greateft  embarraflment  in  this  undertaking 
was  the  furf  which  broke  over  us  every 
moment,  and  the  intenfenefs  of  the  cold,  ' 
which  froze  every  drop  of  water  imme- 
diately, fo  as  to  cover  our  cloaths  with  'a 
iheet  of  ice.  At  length  we  got  the  boat 
into  the  water,  and  having  thrown  into 
it  an  axe  and  a  faw,  I  leaped  in,  followed 
ty  my  fervant  and  the  mate.  The  boy 
followed  us,  but  not  fpringing  far  enough, 
fell  into  the  water :  he  did  not  however 
fink  immediately-,  and  we  contrived  to  drag 
him  into  the  boat,  but  not  without  difH- 
culty^  our  fingers  being  fo  benumbed  with 

the 
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the  cojd,  that  we  had  fcarcely  the  power 
of  nfing  them :  and  this  accident  was  in 
the  iflue,  by  the  chill  it  gave  him,  of  fatal 
confcqnence  to  the  unfortunate  youth. 
The  two  failors,  who  had  agreed  to  go 
with  us,  next  leaped  into  the  boat ;  and  all 
the  reft  feemed  ready,  notwithftanding 
their  former  hefitation,  to  follow  the  ex- 
ample, when  I  found  it  neceffary  to  Ihove 
her  off  from  the  Ihip's  fide ;  for,  being 
very  fmalj,  fhe  certainly  would  have  funk, 
had  fo  many  perfons  crowded  in  together. 
The  (hip  was  lying  about  forty  yards  from 
the  fhore ;  but  before  we  got  half-way  to 
it,  we  were  overtaken  by  a  wave  that  al- 
moft  filled  the  boat,  and  the  next  drove 
us  on  the  dry  fand;^ 

To  find  ourfelves  once  more  fafe  upon 
the  land  gave  us  no  fmall  fatisfadtion, 
though  in  fo  deftitute  a  ftate :  the  joy  at 
having  efcapcd  thofe  dangers  which  fo 
long  had  been  the  chief  objedls  of  our 
dread,  made  us  for  a  few  moments  forget 
that  we  were  fnatched  from  them  merely 
to  be  expofed  to  others  more  inevitable ; 
that  we  had  efcaped  one  fpecies  of  death, 

D  ^  prpbably 
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probably  to  undergo  another  more  Hngerr 
mg  and  painful.  What  moft  affedted  us 
was  the  diftrefsof  our  companions  whom 
we  had  left  on  board,  whofc  lamentations 
and  cries  for  help  we  could  hear  very  di- 
ttindlly.  But  it  was  impoffible  for  us, 
Jiowever  anxious,  to  afford  them  any  affift- 
ance.  Our  boat  being  beat  high  upon 
the  fand  could  now  be  of  no  ufe,  either 
to  us  or  to  them^  while  the  fea  was  run- 
ning to  fuch  a  degree^  that  it  was  not  in 
the  power  of  ^  hqman  being  to  relieve 
fhem. 

The  night  was  now  approaching,  and 
we  had  not  long  remained  in  this  fituation 
ere  we  found  ouifelves  getting  ftiff  with 
cold  ;  and  the  gale  continuing  as  fevere  as 
^ver,  we  were  obliged  to  wade  with  ex- 
treme difficulty,  up  to  our  waifts  in  fnow, 
to  the  ihelter  of  a  thick  wood  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  from  the  beach. 
This  afforded  fome  rejief  from  the  pier- 
cing North- we  A  wind ;  yet  a  fire  vtras  ftill 
wanting  to  warm  our  frozen  limbs,  and 
we  had  not  wherewithal  to  kindle  one. 
^e  had  indeed   taketi  the  precaution  to 
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put  a  tinder-box  in  the  boat,  but  the  water 
had  rendered  it  total Iv  ufelefs.  Freezing 
as  we  flood,  there  was  nothing  to  be  done, 
but  to  keep  the  Blood  in  motion  by  excr- 
cife  :  I  therefore  recommended  it  to  the 
men  to  move  about,  being  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  nature  of  cold  climates, 
and  that  of  frofl,  than  any  of  my  com- 
panions. My  advice  was  ftridly  adhered 
to  for  about  half  an  hour,  when  the  young  , 
paffenger,  whom  I  have  already  mentioned, 
being  overcome  with  the  feverity  of  the 
weather,  threw  himfelf  down,  in  order  to 
fleep }  for  extreme  cold  always  occafions 
a  fleepy  fenfation  that  is  not  eafily  to  be 
refilled.  I  ufed  my  utmoft  endeavours 
both  by  perfuafion  and  force  to  roufe  himi 
and  make  him  ftand  en  his  legs,  but  all 
to  no  ptirpofc;  fo  I  was  obliged  to  lee 
him  purfue  his  inclination.  Atter  walking 
about  for  half  an  hour  longer,  during 
which  time  I  felt  fuch  a  ftrong  defire  to 
fleep,  that  I  fliould  have  lain  down  my- 
felf,  had  I  not  been  aware  of  the  fatal  con- 
fequences  attending  it,  I  went  to  the  place 
where  the  boy  lay,  and  putting  my  hand 
pp  his  face,  and  finding  it  quite  cold,  I  ob- 
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ferved  to  the  mate,  who  was  clofe  by, 
ihat  I  believed  he  was  dead.  To  ^^hich 
the  youth  anfwered  immediately,  that  he 
was  not  \'et  dead,  but  would  be  (o  very 
fliortly  ;  and  requefted  I  would  u  rite,  if  I 
furvived,  to  his  father  at  New  York,  and 
inform  him  of  the  circumftances  of  his 
fon's  misfortune.  In  about  ten  minutes 
wc  found  that  he  had  expired,  and,  as  I 
imagined,  without  any  pain  whatever,  at 
lea  ft  without  any  acute  fenfation  of  it, 
Thefe  trivial  matters  would  be  unworthy 
of  notice,  but  as  they  ferve  to  ihcw  the 
efFedt  of  intenfe  cold  on  the  human  body, 
and  to  prove  that  freezing  to  death  is  hot 
always  attended  with  fo  much  pain  as  is 
commonly  fuppofed,  ^ 

The  death  of  the  boy  could  not  deter 
the  reft  of  my  fellow-fufferers  from  giving 
way  to  this  drowfy  fenfation ;  and  three 
of  them  lay  down  in  fpite  of  my  repeated 
exhortations  to  the  contrary.  Finding  it 
impoffible  to  keep  them  on  their  legs,  I 
broke  a  branch,  and  cefiring  the  mate  to 
do  the  fame,  our  employment  during  the 
remainder  of  the  ni>?ht  was  to  prevent  them 

from 
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from  fleeping,  by  beating  them  continue 
ally  with  the  branches.  This  was  an  ex* 
ercife  ufeful  to  ourfelves,  at  the  fame  time 
that  it  preferved  the  lives  of  our  com- 
panions. The  day- light,  which  we  looked 
for  with  fuch  anxious  expedation,  at 
length  api^eared,  when  I  defired  the  men 
to  pull  down  their  (lockings,  and  let  me 
examine  their  legs,  as  they  obferved  that 
they  had  no  feeling  in  them.  As  foon  as 
I  cait  my  eyes  on  them,  I  perceived 
very  clearly  that  they  were  frozen  at  lead 
half  way  up  5  and  defired  they  would  im- 
mediately rub  them  with  fnow,  which 
they  did  for  a  confiderable  time,  but  to 
little  purpofe ;  for  it  was  impoffible  to  re- 
ftore  them  to  their  feeling. 

I  then  went  with  the  mate  down  to  the 
beach,  to  fee  if  we  could  difcover  any 
traces  of  the  Ihip,  and  our  companions 
whom  we  had  left  on  board,  and  to  our 
great  furprife  and  fatisfadtion  found  flie 
had  not  yet  gone  to  pieces,  though  the 
wind  continued  with  unabated  feverity. 
My  fir  ft  ftudy  now  was  how  to  get  them 
alhore,  our  own  fafety   as  v/eil  as  theirs 
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depending  on  it.  I  was  almoft  ftifF  with 
cold,  but  found  feeling  in  every  j)arr,  and 
was  therefore  certain  1  could  not  be  frozen. 
What  feemed  greatly  to  facilitate  the  un- 
dertaking was,  that  theveffol  had  by  this 
time  beat  much  nigher  the  ihore,  fo  that  the 
diftance  was  but  very  fmall  at  low  water^ 
It  was  high  flood  when  we  arrived  on  the 
beach  ;  we  were  therefore  ob listed  to  wait 
till  the  tide  was  our,  when  we  advifed  the 
people  on  board  to  fallen  a  rope  to  the 
jib-boom,  by  which  they  might  fwing 
themfelves  one  by  one  towards  the  fhore. 
They  accordingly  adopted  this  expedient, 
and  by  watching  the  motion  of  the  fea, 
and  feizing  the  opportunity  of  fwinging 
themfelves,  as  the  waves  retired,  they  all 
got  fafeon  the  land,  except  a  carpenter,  who 
was  a  paflTenger  in  the  veflel.  He  did  not 
think  proper  to  venture  in  this  manner,  or 
was  unable,  having  the  night  before  made 
rather  too  free  with  the  bottle.  We  were 
happy  however  to  get  fo  many  of  them  on 
fliore,  every  one  of  whom,  a  few  hours 
before,  we  concluded  muft  have  periihed. 
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The  captain  had  fortunatelf ,  before  he 
left  the  fliip,  put  fome  matefijrts  for  ftfi- 
king  a  light  in  his  pocket.     We  therefore 
went  to  work  in  cutting  wood,  atrd  gathc*r* 
ing  the  branches  that  lay  fcattcred  upon  the 
ground,  of  which  we  nrade  a  fire  with  aft 
poffible  expedition,  and  were  happy  for 
fome  tin>e  in  hovering  about  it,  and  warrti- 
ing  our  benunabed  limbs.  Confidering  the 
extreme  cold  we  had  endured  for  fuch  a 
length  of  time,  no  luxury  could  be  equafl 
to  that  of  the  fee ;   but  this  gratificatiofi 
was,  lik^  many  others,  to  feveral  of  my 
companions  followed  by  the  moft  excrti- 
ciatjng  pain,  ai  foon  as  their  frozen  patlls 
began  to  thaw.     Several  of  thofe  who  had 
remained  all  night  in  the  veffel,  as  wdl 
as  thofe  who  came  afcore  with  me  in  the 
boat,  had  been  frozen  m  different  parts 
of  their  members.   The  diftrefs  that  wis 
now  painfed  in  the  faces  of  thefe  unfor- 
tunate men,  from  the  tortures  they  under- 
went, was  beyond  exprefSon  :  this  I  knew 
would  be  the  cafe  before  Ihcard  them 
complam  ;  bnt,  as  there  was  nfo  remedy, 
did  not  think  it  neceffary  to  give  them  any 
intimation  of  it. 

E  When 
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When  we  came  to  examine  into  our 
numbers,  I  obferved  that  a  Capt.  Green,  a 
paflenger,  was  miffing  ;  and  was  informed 
that  he  had  fallen  a  deep  on  board  the 
vefTel,  and  had  been  frozen  to  death.  We 
were  rather  uneafy  about  the  man  who 
ftill  remained  on  board,  yet  had  fome 
hopes  of  faving  his  life,  in  cafe  the  Ihip 
did  not  go  to  pieces,  at  the  return  of  low 
water  :  but  it  being  too  difficult  to  under- 
take in  the  night,  we  were  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  waiting  till  the  following  day. 
This  night  we  pafTed  a  little  better  than 
the  lad  i  yet,  notwithflanding  we  had  a 
good  fire,  we  found  extreme  inconveniency 
from  the  total  want  of  covering,  as  well 
as  from  hunger,  a  new  mifery,  that  we 
had  hitherto  been  unacqiiainted  with.  Be- 
fides  which,  the  greateft  part  of  our  num- 
ber were  in  the  moft  wretched  date  ima« 
ginable,  from  the  fores  occafioned  by  the 
froft. 


The  next  morning,  as  many  of  us  as 
were  able  went  to  the  beach  to  contrive 
fome  means  to  extricate  the  carpenter, 
whofe  voice  we  heard  on  board  the  vefTel. 

The 
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The  fea  ftill  running  with  the  fame  vio* 
lence  as  before,  we  could  not  put  out  the 
boat  to  his  adidance,  and  were  therefore 
obliged  to  wait  the  return  of  low  water, 
when  we  perfuaded  him  to  come  on  fhore 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  others  had 
done;  but  this  he  accomplifhed  with 
much  difficulty,  being  very  weak,  and  fro- 
zen in  different  parts  of  his  limbs.  We 
flill  remained  without  any  kind  of  pro- 
vifions,  and  began  to  be  reduced  in 
ftrength  for  want  of  nourilhment. 

The  7th  and  8th  the  gale  continued  as 
boifterous  as  ever ;  and  in  the  night  be- 
tween the  8th  and  9th  of  December  the 
ihip  went  to  pieces  from  the  ftern  to  the 
main-maft,  from  the  extreme  violence 
with  which  the  fea  broke  againft  hen 
By  this  part  of  her  going  to  pieces,  we 
obtained  fome  provifions  which  waihed  on 
fhore,  viz.  fome  pieces  of  fait  beef,  like- 
wife  fome  frelh  meat  that  hung  over  the 
Hern,  and  a  quantity  of  onions  that  the 
captain  had  on  board  for  fale.  This  re- 
lief was  very  feafonable,  it  being  now  the 
fourth  day  fince  we  had  eaten  any  kind  of 

E  z  provifioa 


C    a8    ] 

provifion  whatever.  Having  no  utenlils, 
ive  dreifed  our  meat  in  the  bcft  manner 
v/e  couldy  and  made  what  we  thought  a 
moft  delicious  repaft.  The  fenfe  of  hun- 
ger being  aflbaged,  we  fct  to  work  in 
collecting  all  the  provifjon  we  could  find 
fcattered  upon  the  beach,  being  appre- 
henfive  that  we  (hould  not  foon  get  a 
fupply  from  any  otlier  quarter.  1  his 
done,  our  next  care  was  to  get  ourfclves 
under  cover,  and  form  fome  kind  of 
Ihelter  from  the  piercing blaft.  This  tafk 
was  not  an  eafy  one,  fo  many  of  our  com- 
pany being  unable  to  move,  and  of  the 
remainder  none  but  the  mate  and  myfelf 
capable  of  any  adtive  exertion,  being  all 
more  or  lefs  bitten  by  the  froft  ;  and  our 
number  reduced  to  feventeen,  by  the  lofs 
of  two  perfons,  as  already  mentioned, 
A  quantity  of  deals  had  floated  on  fhore 
from  the  wreck  :  of  thefe  we  carried  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  into  the  wood,  and 
by  ten  at  night  completed  a  kind  of  houfe, 
about  twenty  feet  long  and  ten  wide  ; 
which  was  conftrudled  in  the  following 
manner.  We  cut  two  poles  of  the  above- 
menttf^ned  length,  and,  haying  no  nails» 
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tied  them  at  a  prQj>er  height  on  tb«  outfide 
of  two  trees,  at  the  diftance  of  twenty 
feet  from  each  other;  ihe  interval  between 
the  poles,  which  was  equal  to  the  breadth 
of  the  trees,  fcrvcd  for  the  fmoke  of  our 
fire  to  go  through  j  the  fire  itfelf  being 
laid  in  an  oblong  pofition,  extending  it* 
ielf  nearly  the  whole  length  of  the  houfe. 
Again  ft  thefe  crofs  poles  we  placed  boards 
with  a  flope  of  about  fixty  degrees  to- 
wards the  ground,  which  conftitutcd  the  two 
principal  fides.  The  two  other  fides  were 
compofed  of  boards  placed  perpendicular, 
the  trunks  of  the  trees  being  taken  in,  and 
farming  pajt  of  each  fide :  on  one  of  thefe 
fides,  that  looked  towards  the  fouth  eai', 
we  left  a  vacancy  for  the  entrance. 

This  bufinefs  being  over,  we  exa- 
mined the  quantity  of  provifions  we  had 
collected,  and  had  the  fatis faction  to  find 
that  we  had  in  fiore  between  two  and  three 
hundred  pounds  of  fait  beef,  and  a  con- 
fiderable  Hock  of  onions.  As  to  bread, 
wc  had  none  ;  for,  when  the  veflel  went 
to  pieces,  the  c;ifks  were  ftovc  and  the 
bread  loft.  CEconomy  and  good  manage- 
ment 
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ment  were  now  highly  neceffary  to  make 
our  little  flock  lad  long  as  poffible,  it  be- 
ing quite  uncertain  when  we  could  get 
any  relief ;  and,  iti  confequence,  it  was 
determined,  that  each  man,  whether  fick 
or  well,  Ihould  be  confined  to  a  quarter 
of  a  pound  of  beef  and  four  onions  per 
day,  as  long  as  the  latter  fhould  laft.  This 
wretched  allowance,  but  jufl  enough  to 
keep  a  man  from  ftarving,  was  the  ut- 
moft  we  thought  it  prudent  to  afford  our- 
fclves,  left  we  fhould  be  in  an  uninhabited 
country  J  for  as  yet  we  were  rather  uncer- 
tain on  what  coaft  we  were  caft  away ; 
though  afterwards,  on  comparing  circum- 
flances,  we  concluded  it  mufl  be  on  the 
ifland  of  Cape  Breton. 

On  the  1 1  th  of  December,  being  thefixth 
day  after  we  landed,  the  gale  abated,  and 
gave  us  an  opportunity  to  launch  our  boat, 
and  get  on  board  what  remained  of  the 
vefTel.  Three  of  us  accordingly  embarked, 
having  with  much  labour  launched  the 
boat,  and  cleared  her  of  the  fand  and  ice. 
As  foon  as  we  got  on  board  the  wreck, 
we  wcat  to  work  at  opening  the  hatches, 

and 


and  having  but  one  axe,  and  the  cables 
being  frozen  over  them  in  a  folid  lump  of 
ice,  it  took  the  whole  day  to  accomplilh  it. 
The  next  day,  the  weather  being  i\'\]\  mo-- 
derate,  we  went  again  on  board,  and  ha- 
ving cleared  away  the  remainder  of  the 
cable,  we  cut  up  part  of  the  deck,  in  or- 
der to  make  room  to  get  out  two  callus 
of  onions,  with  a  fmall  barrel  of  beef, 
containing  about  one  hundred  and  twenty 
pounds,  and  three  barrels  of  apples,  Ihip- 
ped  by  a  Jewifh  merchant  of  Quebec.  We 
likewife  found  a  quarter-cafk  of  potatoes, 
a  bottle  of  oil,  which  proved  very  fervice- 
able  to  the  men's  fores,  another  axe,  a  large 
iron  pot,  two  camp  kettlesj    and  about 
twelve  pounds  of  tallow  candles.    With 
much  difficulty  we  got  this  great  fupply 
on  Ihore.    Oa  the  13th  we  made  it  our 
bufinefs  to  get  our  provifions  flowed  away 
in  a  corner  of  the  hut,  when,  on  opening 
the  apple  caiks,  we  found  their  contents,  to 
our  great  furprife,  converted  into  bottles 
of  Canadian  balfam,  a  more  valuable  com- 
modity to  be  fure  than  apples,  but  what  we 
could  gladly  have  exchanged  in  our  pre- 
fent  fituation  for  fomething  more  friendly 

to 
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to  the  ftomacfa  than  to  the  conftitutioti* 
This  difappointmcnt,  as  may  bf^  fuppofed, 
extorted  a  few  hearty  good  wiflies  towards 
the  Jew ;  yet  we  found  afterwards  Come 
ufc  for  his  Canadian  balfam,  though  famc- 
what  different  from  what  he  intended  it 
ihould  be  applied  to. 

The  coniiderable  fuppiy  we  got  from 
on  board  the  wreck  enabled  us  the  next 
day  to  add  four  onions  to  our  daily  allow- 
ance.    We  went  on  board  once  more  on 
the  i4th>  and  cut  as  much  of  the  fails  as 
jToffibk  from  the  bowfpfit,  with  part  of 
which  we  covered  our  hut,  and  made  k 
tolcrabty  warm  and  comfortaWe,  notwkh- 
ftanding  the  feverity  of  the  ^veather.     By 
this  t  me  the  fores  of  the  men  who  had 
been  froft-bitten  began  to  mortify,  and 
cauftd  their  toes,  fingers,  aT>d  other  parts 
Off  the  limbs  affected,  to  rot  off,  their  an- 
gui&  "being  at  the  fame  time  almoft  into- 
leraye.     The  carpenter,    who  came  on 
fliore  after  the  others,  had  loft  the  greateft 
part  of  his  feet,  and  on  the  1 4th  at  night 
became  cklirious,  in  which  unhappy  ftate 
he  conctMKdi  till  death  rekafed  him  the 
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following  day  from  his  miferable  erifteilce^ 
We  covered  him  with  fnow  and  branches 
of  trees,  having  neither  fpade  nor  pick- 
axe to  dig  a  grave  for  him  ;  nor  would  ic 
have  been  poffible,  if  we  had  been  pro- 
vided with  thenij    the  ground  being  in  , 
this    climate  fo  hard  frozen  during  the 
winter  as  to    be    almoft  impenetrable. 
J  hree  days  after,  our  fecondmate  died  in 
the  fame   manner,  having  been  delirious 
for  fome  hours  before  he  expired.    We 
felt  but  very  little  concern  at  the  death  of 
our  companions,  either  on  their  account  oi? 
our  own :   for,  in  the  firft  place,  we  con- 
fidered  it  rather  a  happinefs  than  a  misfor-* 
tune  to  be  deprived  of  life  in  our  prefent 
wretched  fituation,  and,  in  the  fecond,  be- 
cauie  there  became  the  fewer  mouths  to 
confume  our  little  flock  of  provifions :  in- 
deed, had  not  fome  paid  the  debt  of  na- 
ture, we  fhould  in  the  end  have  been  re- 
duced to  the  ihocking  neccflity  of  killing 
and  devouring  one  another.     Though  not 
yet  reduced  to  this  neceffity,  our  condition 
was  fo  miferable,  that  it  feemed  fcarcely 
pofRble  for  any  new  difirefs  to  make  a 
feniible  addition  to  it.     Befides  the  pro** 
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^&  of  periftiing  through  want  in  that 
defo]at€  place,  and  the  pain  ariling  from 
a  perpetual  fenfe  of  hunger  and  cold,  the 
agony  that  the  greateft  part  were  in,  from 
the  fores  occafioned  by  the  frofty  was  be- 
yond expredlon,  while  their  groans  were 
almoft  equally  diflreffing  to  the  remainder 
— but  what  afFefted  me  more  than  all  our 
©ther  miferies,  was  the  quantity  of  ver- 
min, proceeding  from  the  men's  fores, 
and  continually  increaling,  which  infeded 
us  in  every  pirt,  and  rendered  us  difguft- 
ipg  even  to  ourfelves.^  Several,  however, 
who  had  been  h^t  flightly  frozen^  reco- 
vered in  a  fhort  time,  with  the  lofs  of  a 
few  toes  and  fingers  ;  no  one  having  en- 
tirely efcaped  the  froft  but  myfelf.  On 
the  20th  another  failor  died,  after  having 
been,  like  the  others,  fome  time  in  a  de- 
lirium, and  was  buried,  or  rather  covered, 
in  the  fame  manner.  Our  number  was 
BOW  reduced  to  fourteen  perfons;  yet  we 
did  not  think  it  prudent  to  increafe  the 
allowance  of  provifions,  but  llill  kept  it 
at  the  rate  originally  fixed  on,  of  a  quarter 
of  a  pound  cf  beef/^r  diem* 
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The  mate  and  I  had  frequently  gone 
out  together,;  fince  we  were  ihipwrecked^ 
to  try  if  we  could  difcover  any  traces  of 
inhabitants  ,  but  hitherto  without  fuccefs* 
About  a  fortnight  after  we  had  .fixed  our- 
felves  in  the  hut,  we  took  the  opportunity 
of  a  fine  day  to  walk  ten  or  twelve  miles 
up  a  river,  upon  the  ice,  wher«  we  ob- 
ferved  many  tracks  of  moofe-deer  and 
other  animats,  fome  of  which  we  might 
have  killed,  had  we  been  provided  with 
arms  and  ammunition.  In  our  progrefe 
up  the  river  we  difcovered  feveral  trees 
cut  on  one  fide,  as  we  imagined,  by  aa 
axe,  which  gave  us  reafon  to  think  there 
might  be  Indians  near  at  hand*  On  go- 
ing up  to  the  place  we  could  plainly  per- 
ceive, that  there  had  been  fome  there 
lately,  by  their  wig- warn,  whkh  ftill  re- 
mained with  fome  frefh  bark  about  it. 
We  like  wife  found  the  fkin  of  a  moofe- 
deer  hanging  acrofs  a  pole.  We  travelled 
a  good  way  further,  in  hopes  of  making 
fome  more  difcoveries  of  this  nature ;  but 
to  no  purpofe.  It  gave  us  neverthelefs 
fome  fatisfadtion  to  find,  that  we  were  in 
a  place  where  inhabitants  had  been  lately^ 
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as  it  was  probable  they  might  again  return 
there.  In  cafe  this  Ihould  happen,  I  cut 
a  long  pole  and  ftuck  it  in  the  ice  upon 
the  river;  then  with  my  knife,  which  I 
always  took  care  to  preferve,  as  it  was 
the  only  one  amongft  us,  cut  a  piece  of 
bark  from  a  birch  tree,  and  forming  it 
into  the  fliape  of  a  hand,  with  the  fore- 
finger extended  and  pointing  towards  our 
hut,  fixed  it  on  the  top  of  the  pole,  and 
took  away  the  moofe^fkin,  in  order  that 
they  might  perceive  that  fome  perfons  had 
be^n  on  the  (pot  fince  they  left  ir,  and  the 
route  they  had  taken  on  their  return.  We 
then  purfued  the  way  to  our  habitation, 
and  communicated  this  agreeable  informa- 
.  tion  to  our  companions,  who  were  not  yet 
able  to  move  about :  trifling  as  the  hopes 
were  which*  we  could  in  reafon  derive 
from  this  difcovery,  yet  it  gave  them  con- 
fiderable  fatisfadtion.  Twenty  days  being 
elapfed  fince  our  ihip wreck,  and  our  pro- 
vifions  being  very  much  reduced,  1  began 
to  entertain  a  fufpicion,  that  there  was 
fome  foul  play  during  my  abfence  at  dif- 
ferent times  from  the  hut  in  fearch  of  in- 
habitants,    I  was  therefore  determined  to 
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find  out  the  truth>  if  poflTible,  by  keeping 
a  conftant  watch  at  night ;  by  which  means 
1  at  length  difcovered,  that  the  depreda- 
tors ^vcre  no  other  than  the  captain  and 
two  failors,  who  had  confumed  no  lefs 
than  feventy  pounds,  befidcs  a  quantity 
of  onions,  in  fo  Ihort  a  fpace  of  time.  To 
prevent  fuch  unfair  pradices  fo'*  the  fu- 
ture,  the  mate  and  I  nev^r  went  out  to- 
gether, one  of  us  conftantly  remaining  in 
the  hut. 

We  continued  in  a  ftate  of  fufpenfe  from 
our  laft  difcovery  for  fome  days,  when 
giving  up  at  length  all  hopes  of  feeing 
any  Indians  or  inhabitants  in  this  place, 
having  provifions  only  for  fix  weeks  lon- 
ger, and  a  few  of  our  men,  together  with 
the  captain,  being  recovered,  I  propofed 
leaving  our  habitation,  with  as  many  as 
could  work  in  the  boat,  in  fearch  of  inha- 
bitants. This  propofal  was  unanimoufly 
affented  to  -,  but  when  we  canie  to  think 
how  it  was  to  be  put  in  execution,  a  new 
difficulty  flatted  itfelf,  namely,  that  of  re- 
pairing the  boat,  which  had  been  beat  in 
luch  a  manner  by  the  fea  upon  the  beach, 
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that  every  feam  was  open.  We  fir  ft  at- 
tempted to  fiop  tbetn  with  dry  oakum, 
but  foon  found  that  it  would  not  anfwer 
the  intended  purpofe,  and  having  faved 
no  pitch  from  on  board  the  wreck,  we 
began  to  defpair  of  the  poffibility  of  re- 
pairing thenu  I,  at  length,  thought  of 
making  a  kind  of  fuccedaneum  for  pitch 
of  the  Canadian  balfam,  which,  as  I  be- 
fore mentioned,  had  been  fhipped  for  ap- 
ples, and  had  been  by  us  brought  on  ihore 
under  that  deception.  We  accordingly 
went  to* work  in  making  the  experiment, 
and  boiled  a  quantity  of  the  balfam  in  the 
iron  kettle  we  had  faved,  and  frequently 
taking  it  off  the  fire  to  cool,  we  loon 
brought  it  to  a  proper  confiftence.  A  fuffi- 
cient  quantity  of  it  being  prepared,  we 
turned  up  the  boat,  and  having  cleaned 
her  bottom,  gave  her  a  coat  of  the  bal- 
fam, which  effedtually  ftopp^d  up  all  cre- 
vices for  the  prefent.  This  done,  we  got 
a  fmail  fail  rigged  to  a  maft,  which  fhip- 
ped and  unftiipped  occafionally ;  and  then 
pitched  upon  the  perfons  who  were  to  go 
with  me  in  the  boat.     , 


By 


E    39    ] 

By  the  ift  of  Januarj%  with  much  dif- 
ficulty and  fatigue^  wc  got  our  boat  iti 
tolerable  condition,  fo  that  flie  could 
fwim  without  making  much  water  •,  like- 
wife  our  mall  and  fail  rigged,  in  cafe  we 
fliould  happen  to  get  a  fair  wind,  which 
we  could  not  often  cxpedt  on  this  coaft 
at  the  prefent  feafon  of  the  year;  for, 
during  the  winter  months,  it  blows  almoft 
conftantly  from  well  to  north-weft,  which 
is  immediately  on  the  land.  We  could  not 
expe6t  therefore  to  have  much  occafion 
for  our  fail  5  neverthelefs  it  might  fome- 
times  be  ferviceable,  and  afford  fome  re- 
lief to  the  rowers.  We  had  agreed  ta 
take  fix  in  the  boat,  viz.  the  captain  and 
mate,  two  failors,  ftiyfelf  and  fervant :  of 
the  others  none  were  fo  far  recovered  as 
to  be  judged  equal  to  the  fatigues  we 
might  expert  in  this  expedition.  Our 
Ihoes  being  all  nearly  worn  out,,  my  em- 
ployment, during  the  whole  of  the  next 
day,  was  to  make  a  kind  of  mowkifms, 
or  Indian  Ihoes,  of  canvas.  My  needle 
was  nothing  more  than  the  handle  of  a 
pewter  fpoon,  which  I  had  fafhioned  as 
well  as  1  could  for  the  purpofe,,  and  the 
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fame  canvas  fnppllcd  me  with  thread.  Ai 
foon  as  I  had  made  twelve  pa'r,  which 
was  two  for  each  man  in  our  party,  we 
divided  the  provi(ion»  that  rema  ned  into 
fourteen  equal  parts,  which  amounted 
only  to  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  beef /^r 
day  for  fix  w  ecks ;  thole:  who  were  to 
Hay  behind,  Iharing  as  much  as  we  who 
were  to  go  in  the  boat,  notwithftanding 
the  great  fatigue  which  we  had  every;^ea- 
fon  to  expedt.  Every  neceflary  prelimiwiry 
being  adjulled,  we  propofcd  fctting  off 
the  next  day  ;  but  the  wind  blowing  frelll 
at  north-weft,  were  obliged  to  remain  where 
we  were  till  the  4th.  By  this  time  the 
ice,  Boating  in  prodigious  quantities  on 
the  coaft,  and  in  fome  places  colledting, 
and  blocking  up  the  bays,  rendered  our 
undertaking  extremely  hazardous ;  yet  we 
thought  it  more  advifeable  to  face  any 
danger,  and  to  encounter  any  hardlhip, 
than  to  remain  in  our  prefent  fituaiion 
with  a  certainty  of  liarving. 


In  the  afternoon  of  the  4th,  the  wind 
moderating,  we  got  our  provifions,  and 
>v  hatcver  little  matters  might  be  of  fervicc 
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to  US,  into  the  boat ;  and>  having  taken 
leave  of  our  coTtipanions,  fet  off  on  our 
expedition .  Having  got  about  eight  miles 
from  the  place  of  our  ftiipwrcck,  the  wind 
began  to  mcreafe  and  blow  very  hard  at 
fouth-eaft,  which  was  immediately  off 
the  (hore.  The  boat,  as  well  as  the  oars^ 
being  none  of  the  beft,  we  were  on  the 
point  of  being  blown  out  to  fea,  but  by 
dint^f  rowing  made  Ihlft  to  get  into  a 
dedil*bay  about  a  mile  a-head,  where  we 
thought  we  might  pafs  the  night  with 
fafety.  Having  got  every  thing  on  (hore^ 
we  hauled  our  boat  up  as  high  as  our 
ftrength  would  permit,  fo  as  to  prevent 
the  fea  from  doing  her  any  more  damage. 
This  done,  we  fet  to  work  in  lighting  our 
fire,  and  cutting  our  wood  for  the  night : 
we  likewife  cue  fome  pine-branches,  the 
fmaller  of  which  ferved  us  to  lie  on,  and 
the  larger,  in  the  form  of  a  wigwam,  to 
ihelter  us  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather. 


The  place  we  had  landed  on  was  a  fine 
fandy  beach,  with  little  or  no  fnow  on  it. 
Having  obfcrved  fome  fmali  pieces  of 
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WckMl  ctft  on  ihore  by  the  tide>  that  had 
foriiMrly  been  cut  with  an  axe>  and  a 
ftUtnbef  oi  long  poles  iicatcered  along  the 
edge  of  the  bank^  which  had  likewife 
been  cut  in  the  fame  manner,  I  tho^^ht 
k  likely  there  might  be  fome  inhabitants 
pear  at  band  -,  and  propofed^  as  foon  as 
we  bad  ti^ken  a  little  refrefhmenr^  to  go 
eleng  the  beach  to  a  high  point  of  land 
ftt  about  two  miles  cjiftancey  which  was 
clear  of  wodd,  and  appeared  to  be  Mti- 
ifated^  thinking  from  thence  we  might 
mkt  fome  ufeml  difcoveriel*  1  accord- 
ingly fet  out  foon  after  with  two  of  the 
neo;  and,  before  we  had  proceeded  a 
mile^  favv  the  remains  of  a  ibaik^>  or 
Newfoundland  fiihing^boat,  almofk  co- 
vered with  fand,  which  feetned  to  bive 
been  iet  on  fire.  This  gave  us  hopes  of 
diicovering  fomething  elfe  to  our  fatisfac- 
tion,  and  we  proceeded  as  faf);  as  we  could 
10  the  point  of  land.  Having  gained  the 
top  of  it,  we  defcried,  to  our  inexpreflible 
joy>  a  few  houfes  about  half  a  mile  diftant, 
towards  which  we  direded  our  courfe, 
having  no  doubt  but  that  we  ihould  now 
neet  with  fome  relief;  but  on  coming  up  to 
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them,  found  th^y  were  only  the  reiiKiins 
of  fomc  old  ftore-hoiifes,  which  had  bwn 
built  there  for  the  curing  of  cod^fifli,  a  i^i 
to  all  appearance  had  been  a'bandoiied 
fome  years  before.    • 

This  was  a  mortifying  difappoiBtnieiit 
to  us.     We  deterniitied  however  Do  fnalot: 
the  moft  of  our  difcovery ;  and  obferviog 
a  number  of  old  cafks  lying  about  in  dif- 
ferent part«,  we  fearchcd  them,   as  well 
as  the  houfes,  very  minutely,  in  fcopes  of 
finding  fome  provilions ;  but  to  no  purpoie. 
As  we  walked  along  the  point,   we  ga- 
thered about  a  quart  of  cranberries,  fome 
of  which  we 'eat,  preferving  the  femainder 
for  our  com[>anions.   Having  reconnoitred 
every  part  of  this  point,  without  any- fur- 
ther fuccefe,  we  returned  to  our  boat,  9nd 
communkattng  the  dilcovcries  we  made 
to  our  companions,  gave  them  their  ihaie 
of  the  berries  we  'had  gathered,      £¥en 
ihefe  dtfcoveries  -gave  us  much  fatirfac- 
tion,  as  they  tended  to  confirm  our  hopes 
of  finding  fome  inhabitants  in  the  courfe 
of  our  voyage  along  the  coa^. 
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In  the  mean  time,  the  wind  came  round 
to  the  north-weft,  and  blew  with  fuch 
violence  as  to  prevent  us  from  proceeding 
on  our  voyage.  It  continued  fo  for  two 
days,  when,  happening  to  get  up  in  th^ 
middle  of  the  night,  1  was  aHonilhed  oh 
obferving,  while  the  wind  continued  blow- 
ing as  hard  as  ever,  that  the  fea  was  en- 
tirely without  agitation,  I  immediately 
awoke  the  mate,  to  inform  him  of  this 
extraordinary  phaenom.enon  ;  and  going 
down  to  the  beach  together  to  know  the 
caufe,  we  found  the  fea  all  covered  with 
ice,  nothing  but  a  laige  fheet  of  it  being 
to  be  feen  for  leagues  around.  This  was 
an  alarming  circumftance,  as  it  feemed  to 
preclude  all  poflibility  of  proceeding  any 
farther,  and  might  give  us  caufe  even  to 
regret  having  left  our  habitations :  f  r, 
though  we  were  fonear,  itvi^asimpoflibleto 
return  by  land,  befides  other  impediments, 
on  account  of  the  depth  of  fnow,  which 
was  impaflable  unlcfs  with  fnow-ftioes. 

The  wind  continued  to  blow  from  the 
fame  quarter  for  two  days  longer  ;  and  at 
length,  on  the  9th,  it  became  perfectly 
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calm.      Next  morning  the  wind  came 
round  to  the  fouth-ealt,    which  was  di- 
redly  off  the  land,  and  in  a  (hort  time 
blew  extremely  hard,    fo  that   by   four" 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  there  was  not  a 
piece  of  ice  to  be  feen  along  the  coaft, 
the  whole  of  it  being  blown  out  to   fea. 
This  was  a  very  pleafing  fight  to  ns,    as 
it  gave  us  a  profpedt  of  being  extricated 
from  our  prefent  dreary  Gtuation.     How- 
ever, the  violence  of  the  wnd  prevented 
us  from  moving  till  the  nth  of  January, 
when  the  ^veather  being  moderate,  and  a 
fine  light  breeze  blowing  along  the  coaft, 
we  launched  our  boat  with  much  difficulty, 
being  greatly  reduced  in  ftrength  for  want 
of  a  due  degree  of  nourifhment.     Having 
got  round  the  clear  point  of  the  land,  we 
hoifted  our  fail  and  put  before  the  wind. 

The  weather  being  very  moderate,  and 
little  or  no  fca  running,  we  made  tole- 
rable way,  and  had  not  proceeded  far  be- 
fore Wf  defcried  an  extremely  high  point, 
about  feven  leagues  a-head,  with  a  con- 
tinued precipice  along  the  coaft,  fo  that 
it  was  impoffible  for  us  to  land  on  any 
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•paitof  It,  before  we  came  tothathcad- 
iaiid.    This  made  it  very  dangerous  to 
attempt  the  paf&ge;    for   if  the  wind 
&ouid  happen  to  come  round  to  the  north- 
^efty    we  muA  infallibly  have  perrChed 
smangd  the  rocks.    But  danger  was  no 
longer  an  obje<ft  to  be  confidered  by  us  *, 
fo  we  got  out  two  oars,  not  being  abie 
to  ufe  any  more,  as  the  boat  had  been  fo 
much  damaged,  that  two  men  were  con- 
ftftntly  employed  in  keeping  her  clear  of 
water,  and  with  the  affiftance  of  a  fair 
wind  made  the  point  about  eleven  o'clock 
at  night;  but  finding  no  place  that  we 
could  poffibly  land  on,  we  were  obliged 
to  keep  along  the  coaft  till  two  in  the. 
morning,  when  the  wind  increafing,  and 
a  flony  beach  appearing,  on  which  we 
ihould  not  have  thought  it  expedient  to 
land  had  the  wind  been  moderate,   we 
were  obliged  to  put  ashore,  and  immedi- 
ately got  our  proviCons  out  of  the  boat. 
The  beach  was  of  fome  height  from  the 
furfacc  of  the  water,  the  fca  having  beat 
the  gravel  up  into  a  kind  df  baitk ;  which 
rendered  it  impoffible  for  us  to  haul  our 
boat  up.     We  w^re  therefcre  obliged  to 
"leave  her  to  the  mercy  of  the  fea. 
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The  place  where  we  landed  was  a  bea<:h 
of  about  four  hundred  yards  in  length, 
bounded  at  the  diftance  of  about  fifty  yards 
from  the  water's  edge  by  a  precipice  of 
at  leaft  one  hundred  feet  in  height,  which 
inclofed  it  on  all  iides.  If  the  wind  fhould 
come  round  to  the  north-well,  we  knew 
that  we  Ihould  be  entirely  deprived  of 
flielter,  yet,  as  it  blew  too  frefli  for  us  to 
attempt  puttii^  to  fea  again,  we  were  ob- 
liged to  remain  there,  notwithftanding 
thefe  incon 7ci*»*r!cies. 

On  the  13th  the  wind  came  round  to 
the  north-weft,  and  blowing  very  hard, 
the  fea  beat  with  fuch  violence  againft  the 
ihore,  as  to  drive  our  boat  iwenty  yards 
higher  than  fte  was,  and  to  beat  feveral 
hole&  in  her  bottom.  Now  was  the  time 
for  us  to  feel  all  the  miferies  of  our  pre- 
fent  fituation;  for  being  fur  rounded  by 
precipices,  which  prevented  us  from  fhel- 
tcring  ourfelves  in  the  woods,  and  having 
fo  little  covering,  and  no  firing  but  what 
we  collcfted  from  fome  pieces  of  timber, 
which  floated  accidentally  upon  the  fhore, 
we  could  but  juft  keep  ourfelves  from  ab- 
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folutc  freezing.  The  fame  weather  con- 
tinued for  eight  days,  with  a  prodigious 
fall  of  fnow,  a  circum'Unce  that  added  to 
our  other  inconveniences.  At  length,  on 
the  21ft,  the  weather  became  more  mode- 
rate, and  the  fnow  ceafcd,  having  in  the 
courfe  of  this  la;t  week  fallen  to  the  depth 
of  three  feet  perpendicular.  This  gave  us 
an  opportunity  of  cooking  our  proviiions, 
which  we  had  done  but  once  fince  our 
lauding.  Even  this  was  a  great  lofs  to  us, 
as  the  water  that  the  meat  was  boiled  in 
afforded  us  almofl  as  much  nourifhment 
as  the  meat  itfelf. 


Next  day  we  contrived  with  much  la- 
bour to  turn  our  boat  halfway  over,  in 
order  to  examine  the  damage  Ihe  had  re- 
ceived, which  we  found  conliderable ;  the 
coat  of  balfam  being  entirely  rubbed  off, 
and  feveral  holes  made  in  her  bottom. 
We  expe^ed  the  ice  would  go  to  fea,  as 
it  had  done  once  before,  when  ever  the 
wind  ihould  come  round  to  the  fouth  ward  -, 
and  therefore  thought,  if  we  could  but  get 
our  boat  repaired,  that  we  might  ftiil 
have  fome  chance  of  meeting  with  inha- 
bitants. 
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bitants.  But  the  great  difficulty  W^s  how 
to  repair  it ;  for  we  had  no  pitch  or  bil- 
fain  left,  arid  but  little  dry  oakum,  which, 
was  of  no  fervice  to  us  without  the  former. 
After  trying  various  methods,  we  at  laft 
gave  it  up  as  a  thing  entirely  imprafticable, 
and  began  to  turn  our  thou^ts  towards 
fome  other  means  of  getting  out  of  this 
bleaTc  and  barren  place,  to  fcarch  for  re- 
lief in  an  inhabited  country. 

Though  it  was  impoffible  for  us  t6 
climb  the  precipice  by  which  we  wereen- 
compafled,  yet,  if  we  were  determined  to 
abandon  out  bQat,  we  imagined,  that  we 
might  eaiily  get  into  the; woods,  by  walk- 
ing along  ftiore  upon  the  ice,  which  ftill 
covered  the  feav  and  had  ftrength  Toffi:- 
cient  to  bear  any  weight.  In  fidt  the 
mate  and  I  projwfed  walking  a  fexv  milei 
on  it,  in  order  to  make  the  experiment. 
We  accordingly  fet  our,  and  had  not  pro- 
ceeded far  betbre  we  came  to  the  entrance 
of  a  river,  and  a  fine  fandy  beach,  where^ 
had  our  good  fortune  directed  us  to  land, 
we  might  have  lived  more  comfortably, 
and  have  prelcrved  our  boar.     But  whkt 
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tvas  U  be  done  now  that  we  could  get 
into  the  woods  ?  We  could  not  think  of 
walking  acrofs  them  in  fearch  of  a  culti- 
vated country :  befides  that  we  ihould  be 
entirely  ignorant  how  to  diredt  our  courfe, 
the  depth  of  fnow>  which  had  t^  this 
time  increafed  to  fix  feet  in  the  wood, 
rendered  it  impoffible  for  us  to  travel  with- 
out fnow-fhoes.  After  confulting  toge- 
ther, we  at  laft  came  to  a  refolution  of 
taking  the  next  day  what  provifions  we 
bad  upon  our  backs,  and  coaCting  along 
the  ice,  till  we  could  difcover  feme  inha^ 
bitants,  expelling,  from  its  prefent  appear- 
ance of  flrei^th,  that  it  would  remain 
for  fome  time  longer :  and  the  wind  having 
drifted  the  greateft  part  of  the  fnow  off  it, 
we  computed  that  we  ihould  be  able  to 
walk  about  ten  miles  a  day,  even  in  our 
prefent  weak  and  reduced  condition. 

This  being  fully  refolved,  we  were  to 
iet  out  the  morning  of  the  24th  *,  but  on 
the  night  preceding  it,  the  wind  came 
round  to  the  fouth*-eaft,  and  blew  hard, 
attended  with  fnow  and  rain  ;  fo  that  in 
the  morning,,  as  I  already  apprehended 

would 
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would  be  the  cafe,  that  whole  Iheet  of  icCt 
which  the  night  before  looked  fo  firm, 
was  demolifhed,  or  driven  out  to  fea.  Thus 
were  all  our  fchemes  fruftrated — neither 
ice  to  walk  on,    nor    boar     )  carry  us 
through  the  water ;   noi  -ven  ..  pojfHbility 
of  moving  from  this  place,  where  we' were 
embayed,  and  furrounded  by  infurmount- 
able  precipices.     Thus  circumftanced,  wc 
were  again  obliged  to  turn  our  thoughts 
towards  fome  fchemc  for  repairing  our 
boat :  upon  that  our  only  hope  depended. 
We  bad  plenty  of  oakum  to  flop  up  the 
hole^  and  feams,  but  nothing  to  fubllitute 
in  the  room  of  pitch,  to  prevent  the  water 
from  penetrating.     I  at  length  thought  of 
a  plan,  which  I  imagined  might  have  the 
wilhed-for  effed,  naniely,  that  of  throw- 
ing water  over  the  oakum,  and  letting  it 
freeze  into  a  cake  of  ice.     As  foon  as  day 
appeared,  I  refolved  to  put  this  fcheme  to 
the  teft,  and  having  cleared  the  boat  of 
fnow  and  gravel,   immediately  went  to 
work.    The  men  in  general  made  light  of 
my  undertaking,  and  affifted  with  much 
relu6lance,  thinking  that  they  were  throw- 
ing  away  their    labour.      However,    I 

Hz  foon 


■C   52   ] 

fooij  convinced  them  tp  the  contrary; 
lor  by  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
Jjy  continually  throwing  water  over  t^'e 
pakum^  we  frozfs  up  every  feaL.  ai.d  hole 
p  fuch  a  manner,  that  not  a  drop  of  water 
<qp^ld  ^nter,  as  long  as  the  weather  con- 
tinuei}  freezing,  as  at  prefent. 

Qn  the  27th  of  January,  the  weather 
l^eing  moderate,  and  a  light  breeze  diredily 
off  the  ftiore,  we  got  our  boat  very  care- 
fully launched,  and  fet  off  early  in  the 
iporning  from  this  ill-omened  bay.  We 
Jiad  the  pleafure  to  obferve  that  the  boat 
inade  little  or  no  water,  d  that  we  were 
Enabled  to  keep  our  four  oars  continually* 
at  work.  As  we  advanced  along  the 
coaft,  we  found  it  ftill  bordered  by  no- 
thing but  barren  precipices,  with  every 
fopr  or  five  miles  perhaps  a  fmall  fandy 
beach. 

The  weather  continued  very  moderate 
^11  the  day  of  the  27  th,  fo  that  by  fix  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  we  ccmputed  that  we  had 
rowed  about  twelve  miles  from  w^here  we 
departed  in  the  morning.     This  indeed 

would 
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would  be  but  an  indifferent  day's  work 
for  people  in  health  and  vigour,  but  a 
great  deal  for  thofe  in  our  circumftances ; 
not  only  being  extremely  weakened  and 
reduced,  but  the  boat  itfelf  being  very 
heavy  and  unwieldy,  from  the  quantity  of 
ice  in  it.  We  put  alhore  about  lix  o'clock 
upon  a  fmall  fandy  beach,  and  by  placing 
oars  under  our  boat,  dragged  her  carefully 
fome  yards  from  the  water  ,•  fo  that  (he 
lay  very  fafe  while  the  wind  continued  as 
it  then  was.  We  next  cut  fome  branches, 
and  having  made  a  fire,  Iheltered  ourfelves 
as  well  as  poffible  in  the  wood.  Our  tin- 
der being  nearly  confumed,  I  was  obliged 
tofurniih  a  frefti  fupply,  by  cutting  away 
the  back  part  of  my  fhirt,  which  I  had 
worn  ever  fince  we  left  thj  Ihip. 

A  iliower  of  rain  the  next  day  unfor- 
tunately melted  all  the  ice  off  our  boat: 
we  were  therefore  prevented  ffom  going 
any  farther  till  a  return  of  the  froft,  and 
had  the  mortification  to  lofe  the  benefit  of 
a  fine  day,  in  the  courfe  of  which  we 
might  have  proceeded  with  a  good  boat 
feveral   leagues    more    on    our    journey. 

What 
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What  made  the  matter  worfe,  was  that 
our  provifions  were  now  reduced  to  two 
pounds  and  a  half  of  beef  for  each  man« 
On  the  morning  of  the  29th,  the  mate 
having  wandered  a  little  diftance  from  our 
fire,  returned  in  hafte  to  inform  me,  that 
he  had  difcovered  a  partridge  perched  on 
the  bough  of  a  tree,  which  he  thought  I 
might  poffibly  devife  fome  method  of 
catching.  I  immediately  went  to  the 
.  place  where  he  had  feen  it,  and  found  it 
in  the  fame  fituation  as  before.  Obferving 
that  the  bird  was  very  tame,  and  not 
above  fourteen  feet  from  the  ground,  I 
cut  down  a  long  pole,  and  taking  part 
of  the  rope-yarn  that  fafiened  my  canvas 
ihoes,  made  a  running  loop  of  ir,  and  fixed 
it  to  the  end  of  the  pole;  then  walking 
foftly  under  the  tree,  and  lifting  the  pole 
gently  up,  1  fixed  the  loop  about  the 
partridge's  neck,  and  giving  it  a  fudden 
jerk,  clofed  the  loop,  and  fecured  the 
bird.  The  mate,  as  well  as  myfelf,  as 
foon  as  1  had  caught  it,  laughed  very 
heartily,  for  the  firft  time  that  either  of  us 
had  any  inclination  to  fmile  fince  our 
ibipwreck.     We  then  went  towards  the 

fire 


that 
two 
nan* 
[nate 


t    55    ] 

fire  with  our  prize,  and  boiled  it  in  fome 
melted  fnow,  together  with  a  little  fait 
water,  to  give  the  broth  a  reliih  :  having 
divided  it,  when  dreiTed,  into  fix  equal 
parts,  and  caft  lots  for  the  choice  of  each, 
we  fat  down  to  what  we  found  a  delicious 
meal  •,  the  only  one,  excepting  the  quart 
of  cranberries,  for  which  we  were  indebN 
cd  to  chance,  or  providence,  fince  we  had 
been  caft  upon  the  ifland. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  29th  it  began 

to  freeze  hard,  when  we  took  the  advan* 

tage  of  the  froft  to  ftop  the  boat*s  leak» 

as  before ;  and  the  wind  ftill  continuing 

moderate,    wc  launched  her  as  foon  as 

that  bufinefs  was  completed,  and  put  to 

fea.    The  day  being  almoft  fpent  before 

we  fet  off,  we  could  not  make  above  feven 

miles  to  a  fandy  beach  and  thick  wood^ 

which  feemed  to  afford  a  tolerable  flielter. 

In  this  place  we  paiied  the  night ;    and 

the  next  day,  the  weather  being  ftill  fa* 

vourable,  we  launched  our  boat  betime* 

in  the  morning,  in  order  to  get  before 

night  as  far  as  poffible  on  our  journey; 

but  we  had  not  proceeded  above  fix  miles, 

before 
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before  the  wind  frefhening  up  from  th<* 
fouth-eaft,  obliged  us  to  put  aihorc,  and 
haul  up  our  Lxjat. 

A  heavy  fall  of  rain,  which  continued 
the  whole  day,  rendered  our  fituation  ex- 
tremely uncomfortable,  and  melted  again 
the  icy  calking  of  the  boat.      We   were 
therefore  to  confolc  ourfelves,    as  well  as 
we  could,  in  the  certainty  of  remaining 
here  till  a  return  of  the  froft,    and  mean 
while  propofed  to  reconnoitre,    as  far  as 
our  reduced  ftatc  would  allow  us,    into 
the  country.     In  this  however  we  were 
prevented  bv  the  quantity  of  fnow  which 
ftill:  lay  on  the  ground,    and  was  not  yet 
fufficiently   frozen   to   bear   our    weight 
without  rackets  or  fnow-(hocsj     Towards 
the  fpring  of  the  year,  in  thefe  cold  cli- 
mates, they  may  for  the  moft  part  be  dif- 
penfed  with,  when  the  Inow  has  become 
more  condenfed  by  its  own  weight,    the 
influence  of  the  fun,  and  the  rains  which 
begin  to  fall  at  this  feafon.      The  froft 
thtn  returning,  after  the  thaw,    forms  a 
kind  of  incruftation  on  the  furface,    that 
will   bear  a   man's  weight  without  fink- 
ing 
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ing.  Had  this  feafon  been  arrived.  We 
fhoiild  have  abandoned  our  crazy  bo-^t, 
and,  taking  the  little  provifion  we  ftill 
poffefied,  have  made  an  attempt  to  dif- 
cover  inhabitants,  by  a  march  into  the 
heart  of  the  country  ;  perhaps  it  was  for- 
tunate we  could  not  attempt  it,  as  in  all 
probability  we  ihould  have  perifhed  in  the 
woods. 

.  ■       *        -       ■ 

Not  having  it  in  oui^  power  to  wander 
towards  any  other  part,  we  walked  along 
the  fhore  as  far  as  we  were  able,  and  faw 
nothing  that  could  attract  our  notice  but 
feme  ftumps  of  trees,  from  which  the 
trunks  might  have  been  cut  fome  years 
before :  irom  this  circumftance  we  could 
colleft  no  very  fanguine  hope  of  being 
near  an  inhabited  country.  Soon  after, 
the  wind  coming  round  to  the  north-weff, 
and  bringing  the  froft  along  with  it,  we 
were  once  more  enabled  to  repair  our 
boat,  and  to  prepare  for  launching  it,  as 
foon  as  the  wind  fliould  abate  its  violence. 
This  happening  in  fome  degree  on  the  ift 
of  February,  we  immediately  embarked, 
and  purfued  our  coafting  voyage ;  but  the 

1  feverity 


[    58    ] 

feverity  of  the  cold  having  formed  a 
quantity  of  ice,  it  was  with  extreme  la- 
bour that  we  contrived  to  get  five  miles 
before  night,  one  of  our  party  being  em- 
ployed in  breaking  the  ice  with  a  pole, 
and  clearing  it  from  the  bows  of  the 
boat.     . 


The  following  day,  the  wind  blowing 
frefli  from  the   north-weft  quarter  pre- 
vented us  again  from  proceeding  any  far* 
ther  till  the  3d,  when^  coming  round  to  the 
weft,  which  is  diredtly  along  the  fliore, 
and  the  moft  favourable  that  could  blow 
for  us,  we  were  enabled  to  embark,  and 
purfue  our  voyage.     Our  boat,   notwith- 
ftanding   all  our   diligence    in    calking, 
made  now  fo  much  water,  that  we  were 
obliged  to  keep  one  man  conftantly  at 
work  in  baling  it  out  with  a  camp-kettle. 
The  wind,  however,  was  as  fair  as  wc 
could  wifti,  and  being  neither  too  flack  nor 
too  violent,  we  for  fome  time  went  at  the 
rate  of  four  miles  ^n  hour,   with  the  af- 
fiftance  of  our  oars^  but  foon  after,   the 
wind  increafmg,  we  laid  in  our  oars,   and 
ran  under  our  fail  alone»  at  the  rate  of 
about  five  miles  an  hour. 

After 
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After  having  run  above  fixteen  miles, 
we  difcovered  an  exceeding  high  land, 
about  fix   leagues  diftant,   with   feveral 
other  mountains  and  large  bays  between 
us  •,  and  it  being  yet  early  in  the  day,   a 
fine  wind,  and  no  great  fea,  we  were  in 
hopes,  if  the  wind  fhould  not  increafe  too 
much,  that  we  Ihould  be  able  to  reach  it 
before  night.      As  we  proceeded   along 
the  coaft,  we  found  it  in  every  part  high 
and  rocky,  which  made  us  very  uneafy 
left  the  wind  Ihould  rife  before  we  could' 
make  the  head-land.     About  two  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  when  we  fuppofed  we 
were  within  three  leagues  of  it,  we  difco- 
vered an  ifland  about  twenty  miles  from 
the  main;   and,   on  comparing  circum- 
ftances,    we  concluded  that   the    ifland 
mu(l  be  that  of  St.  Paul,    and  the  high 
land  the  north   point  of   Cape  Breton. 
The  prodigious  height  of  the  land  led  us 
into  an  erroneous  computation  of  its  di- 
ftance ;  for,  notwithftanding  we  had  fup- 
pofed that  we  were  within  three  leagues  of 
it  when  we  firft  difcovered  the  ifland  of  St, 
Paul,  we  found,  before  we  reachtd  it, 
that  we  had  run  near  five  leagues. 


I   2 
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,  tt  was  almoll  dark  by  the  time  we 
rjeached  the  North  Cape ;  where  finding 
no  place  to  land,  we  were  obliged  to 
double  the  cape,  and  continue  our  journey. 
The  wind  now  began  to  freihen,  and  we 
b^d  a  heavy  fea  from  the  north  eaft  to  en- 
counter, as  foon  as  we  came  oppofite  to 
the  cape.  After  having  doubled  it,  our 
eourfe  lay  in  a  very  different  direction 
from  what  it  had  been  in  the  morning ; 
fo  that  we  were  obliged  to  ftrike  our  fail, 
and  take  to  the  oars.  The  wind  at  the 
fame  time  blew  fo  hard  off  the  high  lands, 
that  it  was  with  the  utmoft  difficultv  we 

« 

could  keep  along  the  coaft :  had  we  not 
been  affifled  by  a  heavy  fwcU,  that  came 
from  the  north-eaft,  wc  muft  certainly 
have  been  blown  out  to  fea, 

.  Finding  no  place  to  land  during  the 
night,  we  continued  rowing  as  clofe  as 
we  could  to  the  rocks,  till  about  five  in 
the  morping  •,  when  hearing  the  fea  run 
on  the  Ihore  very  long  and  heavy,  we 
imagined  that  we  mull  be  off  a  fandy 
l^each.  We  accordingly  rowed  towards 
the  land,  and  at  the  diltancc  of  fifty  yards, 

for 
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for  it  was  yet  dark,  were  able  to  dlfcern  a 
beach  at  lead  four  miles  in  length.    It  was 
not  however  a  convenient  place  for  us  to 
put  in,  on  account  of  fhe  furf,  and  a  long 
and  heavy  fea  that  rolled  on  it-,  yet  be- 
ing fo  much  fatigued  with  rowing,  that 
we  were  incapable  of  proceeding  any  far- 
ther, we  were  obliged  to  attempt  a  land- 
ing.    This  we  effeded  with  more   eafe 
than  we  looked  for,  and  fuiFered  no  other 
inconvenience  but  that  of  having  our  boat 
nearly  filled  with   water   on  the   beach. 
Having  landed,  our  firft  care  was  to  haul 
up  the  boat,  that  (he  might  meet  with  no 
further  damage  from  the  fea.     We  then 
got  into  the  w^oods,  which  lay  clofe  to  the 
ihore;  and  as  1  had  taken  the  precaution 
to  put  our  tinder-box  in  my  bofom,  before 
we  landed,  to  preferve  it  from  the  water^ 
we  contrived  to  kindle  a  fire ;  a  refrelh- 
ment  we  had  much  occafion  for,  having 
got  wet  in  landing,  and  being  in  fo  weak 
and  reduced  a  condition,  that  it  was  with 
the  greateft  difficulty  we  could  keep  our- 
felves  awake  for  a  few  minutes  when  be- 
fore the  fire;  fo  that  we  were  under  the 
neceffity  of  watching  in  turn  ;  left,  all  be^^ 
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ing  aflecp  together,  the  fire  ihould  go  out, 
and  we  Ihould  be  frozen  to  death.  Ha- 
ving now  time  to  confider  every  circum- 
ilance,  and  finding,  as  foon  as  daylight 
appeared,  that  the  land  ftill  continued  to 
have  an  oppofiie  bearing  to  that  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  point,  we  had  no  doubt 
remaining,  but  that  we  were  upon  the 
Nor^h  Cape  of  the  ifland  of  Breton,  which, 
together  with  Cape  Roy  on  the  ifland  of 
Newfoundlands  marks  the  entrance  of  the 
Gulf  of  St.  LaVrence. 

Our  provifions  were  now  entirely  con- 
fumed,  and  having  not  the  mofl:  diftant 
profpecft  of  getting  any  more,  we  were 
ready  to  abandon  ourfelves  to  defpair.  As 
we  were  certain  of  being  on  an  inhabited 
ifland,  we  might  have  flattered  ourfelves 
with  the  hopes  of  getting  relief,  by  per- 
fevering  in  our  dilatory  progrefs,  had  we 
wherewithal  to  provide  ror  our  immediate 
fubfiftance.  Having  weighed  the  necef- 
fity  of  the  cafe,  and  the  mifery  of  perifh- 
ing  by  hunger,  I  was  of  opinion,  as  well 
as  the  mate,  that  it  would  be  mod  advife- 
able  to  facrifice  one  for  the  prefervation 

-     .        of 
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of  the  reft ;  and  that  the  moft  proper 
method  would  be  by  cafting  lots,  which 
Ihould  be  the  unfortunate  vidim.  ,  But^ 
this  Ihocking,  though  prudent,  refolution 
we  agreed  to  put  off  to  the  laft  extremity. 

We  had  not  been  able  to  fecure  our 
boat  fo  effectually,  but  that  the  fea  had 
beat  her  higher  up  on  the  beach,  and 
filled  her  with  fand.  We  were  obliged 
therefore  to  fet  two  of  the  men  to  work  in 
clearing  her,  and  afterwards  in  flopping 
the  leaks,  as  already  defcribed ;  while  the 
remainder  of  our  party  were  detached  by 
different  routes  along  the  fhore,  to  fee  if 
they  could  find  any  kind  of  provifion. 
The  mate  and  myfelf  travelled  along  the 
fandy  beach  till  we  were  prevented  from 
going  any  farther  by  an  inlet  of  water, 
when  we  were  a  good  deal  furprifed  to 
obferve  tYd  tide  ebb  and  flow  every  ten 
minutes.  We  were  not  however  at  pre- 
fent  in  a  difpofition  to  pay  much  regard 
to  this  or  any  other  extraordinary  appear- 
ance of  nature ;  and  feeing  a  great  quan- 
tity of  oyfter-fheUs  lying  upon  the  fliore, 
we  fearched  them  diligently,  in  hopes  ot 

finding 
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finding  fome  that  were  full ;  but  without 
fuccels.  This  again  made  us  curfe  our 
deftiny,  that  we  fhould  have  been  caft  away 
on  fo  barren  and  mifcrable  a  countrv,  and 
in  fuch  an  unlucky  time  of  the  year,  when 
we  were  not  only  deprived  of  the  relief 
we  might  have  got,  at  any  other  feafon, 
from  the  natural  produdtions  of  the  earth  ; 
but  when  even  the  animals,  inhabitants  of 
both  elements,  had  retired  to  their  holes 
and  hiding-places,  to  iliield  themfelves 
from  the  intenfe  cold  which  prevails  du- 
ring the  winter  in  this  inhofpituble  climate. 

We  ftill  continued  our  fearch,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  ill  fucccfs  we  had  hitherto 
experienced,  and  contrived  at  length  to 
gather  about  two  quarts  of  hips,  or  wild 
rofe-buds,  by  throwing  up  the  fnow,  and 
fearching  in  different  parts  of  the  bank. 
Having  with  this  forry  food  allayed  in 
fome  degree  the  keen  fenfe  of  hunger,  and 
the  wind  having  become  fomewhat  more 
moderate,  we  got  into  our  boat  and  puftied 
off,  the  day  being  already  drawing  towards 
a  conclufion.  Our  progrefs  was  however 
foon  impeded  by  the  quantity  of  ice  that 

floated 
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floated  upon  the  water ;  which  obliged  us 
to  put  afhore  on  another  part  of  the  fame 
beach.  In  landing  I  had  the  misfortune 
to  let  the  tinder-box  fall  from  my  bofom 
into  the  water,  by  which  means  we  were 
unable  to  kindle  a  fire ;  and  being  ex- 
ceedingly wet,  as  was  generally  the  cafe 
when  we  landed,  we  were  in  this  place  in 
a  mod  uncomfortable  fituation,  and  fuf- 
fered  much  from  the  cold.  We  therefore 
thought  it  beft  to  get  into  our  boat  again 
as  fait  as  poffible,  and  return  to  the  fpot 
from  whence  we  came,  in  hopes  of  find- 
ing fome  fire  ilill  remaining. 

It  was  with  the  greateft  difliculty  we  got 
back,  being  the  whole  way  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  breaking  through  the  ice,  which 
had  by  this  time  formed  almofl  into  a  folid 
Iheet.  We  were  very  anxious  left  our  fire 
ihould  meanwhile  have  gone  out,  and 
thought  it  a  lucky  circumftance  we  had 
not  been  able  to  go  any  farther  from  it. 
On  our  arrival  at  the  place,  we  had  the 
fatisfaftion  to  find  it  was  not  totally  ex* 
tinguifhed:  had  this  been  the  cafe,  we 
muft  have  periihed  in  the  courfe  of  the 

K  night. 
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night.  The  fire  being  repaired^  I  cut  up 
the  remainder  of  my  ihirt  to  make  (bme 
more  tinder ;  and,  as  the  damage  it  got 
had  nearly  proved  fo  fatal  to  us,  was  re- 
folved  to  be  more  particular  in  my  care 
of  it  for  the  future. 

On  the  8th  of  February,  the  wind  came 
found  to  the  fouth-wcft,  which  cleared  off 
the  ice,  and  enabled  us  to  leave  this  place 
by  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning.  As  we 
proceeded  along  the  ihore,  we  found  it 
was  aot  quite  fo  rocky  as  it  had  been  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  north  cape.  We 
were  therefore  able  to  land  this  night  with- 
out difficulty  within  a  large  rock,  by 
which,  wfi  wore  flieliered  from  the  wind 
^nd  fca.  We  were  here  very  comfortably 
4tuated>  in  every  refpect,  except  our  want 
of  provifions.  The  next  day,  the  w^eather 
continuing  moderate,  we  had  again  pro- 
ceeded about  eight  miks  on  our  journey, 
when  the  wind  beginning  to  blow  fo  hard 
89^  to  laife  a  confidftrable  fwell,  we  were 
obliged  to  fleer  to  the  fhore ;  and  in  land- 
ing had  the  misfortune  to  Ide  two  of  our 
©ars,  which  were  waflied  overboard  by  the 
liir£ 

On 
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On  the  following  day  the  wittd  lulled; 
and  we  immediately  took  the  advantage 
of  it  to  put  to  fea.  We  had  now  but  two 
oars  remaining;  which  being  double- 
manned,  we  contrived  to  get  about  fix 
miles  before  night.  This  was  a  very  bird 
day's  work,  confidering  our  prefent  weak 
condition ;  for  having  been  a  length  of 
time  without  tailing  any  kind  of  nou- 
rifhment,  we  were  fo  mucti  reduced  in 
ilrength,  that  when  we  got  on  fliore,  wfc 
could  fcarcely  walk  for  fifty  yards  to«- 
gether. 

The  weather  being  unfavourable  on  thfc 
nth,  we  were  under  the  neceffity  of  re- 
maining the  whole  day  in  the  fame  refting- 
place ;  and  having  leiiure  to  fearch  about 
the  fliore,  we  were  fortunate  eftough  to 
find  a  few  rofe-buds,  which  we  efteemed 
at  prefent  a  great  delicacy.  Had  we  not 
met  with  this  fupply,  it  would  have  b^n 
abfolutely  requifite  to  put  our  abov(t-in«n- 
tioncd  fcheme  into  execution.  We  thought 
ourfelves  extremely  unlucky  in  not  having 
found,  in  the  courfe  of  our  wanderings,  fo 
imuch  as  the  body  of  any  dead  animal : 

K  51  nor^ 
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nor,  except  the  partridge,  did  we  fee  any 
live  one,  that  we  had  the  fmallerb  chance 
of  capturing.  At  different  times  we  had 
hopes  of  catching  fome  of  the  otters  that 
we  frequently  faw  on  the  ice,  particularly 
on  the  fmall  rivers  and  inlets:  but  we 
never  found  them  at  any  diftance  from  the 
holes,  which  they  continually  kept  open, 
to  give  themfelves  a  free  paHage  in  and 
out  of  the  water.  We  likewife  difcovered 
at  different  times  fome  beavers'  houfes ; 
but  could  not  enfnare  any  of  the  aninnals. 

On  the  1 2.th  the  wind  became  moderate , 
and  we  proceeded  once  more  on  our  jour- 
ney. 1  he  coaft  feemed  to  diminilh  in 
height  as  we  paffed  along  it,  which  made 
us  hope  we  were  now  approaching  the  cul- 
tivated part  of  the  ifland.  Next  day  the 
weather  got  milder,  with  a  fall  of  rain : 
fo  that  it  was  with  clifEculty  we  could  get 
our  boat  to  fwim,  the  ice  thawing  gra- 
dually off  the  bottom.  This  obliged  us 
to  put  afhore  long  before  night;  and  when 
V.C  had  landed,  and  made  a  fire,  we  found 
no  other  immediate  want  but  that  of  pro- 
vi^ons^  having  confumed  all  the  hips  or 

rofe» 
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rofc-buds  that  we  had  gathered  at  our  lad 
landing-place. 

Having  reconnoitred  very  carefully  all 
around,  and  fearchcd  in  every  part  under 
the  fnow,  we  were  not  able  to  procure 
ourfelves  even  that  miferable  fuftenance. 
Being  now  driven  to  the  laft  extremity, 
we  were  obliged  to  facrificc  our  profpedl 
of  travelling  any  farther  to  the  immediate 
prefervation  ot  our  lives.  About  a  dozen 
tallow  candles  remained,  which  we  had 
hitherto  employed  in  (lopping  the  leaks  of 
our  boat,  as  faft  as  flie  fprung  one  in  any 
particular  place.  Of  thefe  we  divided  a 
fmall  part  among  us ;  which  gave  us  fome 
relief  for  the  picfenr.  The  two  following 
days  we  coafted  for  a  few  miles,  fearching 
for  a  place  where  we  could  meet  with 
fome  hips ;  but  our  fearch  proved  inef- 
feftual.  This  was  the  only  kind  of  food 
we  could  now  expedt ;  and  had  we  difco- 
vered  any  place  that  abounded  with  them, 
it  was  our  intention  to  draw  up  the  boat 
there,  and  remain  till  they  were  con- 
fumed. 


We 
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We  began  now  to  be  fully  fenfiblc  of 
our  defperate  ficuation,  and  to  expedt  that 
our  fate  would  be  that  of  perjihing  with 
hunger.  Notwithftanding  that  idea  was 
horrid  enough,  yet  what  gave  me  the  moft 
uneafinefs,  was,  that  my  friends  would 
probably  for  ever  remain  uninformed  of 
our  wretched  cataftrophe.  It  may  appear 
to  thofe,  who.  have  not  been  in  fimilar 
circum^ances^  that  this  would  take  up  but 
a  fmall  part  of  one's  refleftion,  in  compa- 
rifon  with  the  dread  of  fuch  a  death  ;  yet, 
however  it  might  have  been  with  the  reft 
of  my  companions,  it  was  that  idea  that 
chiefly  preyed  upon  my  fpirits.  In  order 
to  prevent  it,  as  far  as  poflible,  I  took 
every  occafion  of  cutting  out  my  name  on 
the  bark  of  the  largeft  trees.  The  fatigue 
of  cutting  it,  as  well  as  the  prefervation 
of  my  knife,  which  I  obferved  before  was 
the  only  one  amongft  us,  would  not  allow 
me  to  be  more  particular*  But  on  the 
walls  of  the  ftore-houfes,  which  we  had 
difcovered  in  the  beginning  of  our  pro- 
grefs,  I  wrote  a  ihort  account  of  our  dif- 
afters  in  Englilh  and  French,  and  requefted, 
if  any  perfons  ftiould  fall  in  with  it,  that 

they 
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they  would   tranfmic  it  to  my  father  at 

Quebec. 

On  the  17th,  we  made  another  divifion 
of  a  part  of  the  tallow  candles  that  yet  re* 
niained  v  and  on  the  following  day,  the 
wind  being  favourable,  we  proceeded 
about  five  miles  -,  where  finding  a  fine, 
flat  country,  and  a  fandy  beach  that  ex- 
tended for  a  confiderable  way,  and  being 
fo  much  debilitated,  that  we  knew  it 
would  be  impoffible  for  us  to  go  much 
farther^  we  put  on  fhore,  with  a  deter- 
mined refolution  to  periih  on  this  place^ 
unlefs  fome  unforefeen  accident  fliould 
bring  us  relief.  To  attempt  drawing  up 
our  boat  would  in  our  prelent  weak  con*> 
dition  be  a  vain  undertaking,  fo  we 
were  obliged  to  leave  her  expofed  to  the 
mercy  of  the  fea.  AU  that  we  could  pre- 
ferve  was  our  axe,  a  faw,  and  the  fail  of 
the  boat,  which  w€  generally  made  ufe  of 
as  a  covering* 

As  foon  as  we  landed,  we  made  it  our 
bufinefs  to  clear  away  the  fnow  from  a  par- 
ticular fpot  in  the  entrance  of  the  wood, 
'  where 
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where  we  intended  to  remain  -,  and  having 
cut  fome  fmall  branches  of  pine  to  lie  upon^ 
together  with  fome  larger  to  ferve  for  a 
ihelter, which  we  ftuck  into  the  bank  of 
fnow  that  furrounded  us,  we  made  our 
fire.  This  done,  we  all  went  in  fearch 
of  hips,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  find 
^bout  a  pint  of  them,  which,  boiled  up 
with  a  couple  of  tallow  candles,  afforded 
us  a  tolerable  meah 

The  next  day  we  paffed  without  any 
kind  of  provifion,  and  being  appiehenfive 
that  our  little  remaining  ftrength  would 
foon  dcfert  us,  we  employed  ourfelves  in 
cutting  and  piling  as  much  wood  as  we 
wxre  able,  to  fupply  the  fire.  Mean 
while  the  waves  had  beat  our  boat  fo  high 
upon  the  beach,  as  to  be  quite  dry  as  foon 
as  the  w^ind  fubfided,  and  to  deprive  us  of 
the  power  of  putting  to  fea  again,  had  we 
been  difpofed  to  do  it :  for  our  ftrength 
was  by  no  means  equal  to  the  tafk  of 
pioving  her  a  fmgle  foor. 

.  We  again  employed  the  whole  day  of 
the  19th  in  fearch  of  hips :  but  it   was 

not 
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not  attended  with  any  fuccefs.  Our  tal- 
low candles  were,therefore  the  only  refource 
we  had  left,  and  by  this  time  they  became 
reduced  to  two.  We  found  ourfelves  fo 
much  weakened  the  following  day,  that 
we  could  make  no  further  ufe  of  our  axe, 
and  were  under  the  neceflity  of  creeping 
about  in  our  turns,  to  gather  for  our  fire 
the  rotten  branches  of  trees,  that  lay  fcat- 
tered  upon  the  ground.  As  we  had  not 
a  proper  quantity  of  fuel,  the  fire  that  we 
kept  up  was  but  juft  fufficient  topreferve 
us  from  freezing:  for,  though  the  feafon 
was  fo  far  advanced  towards  the  fpring, 
yet,  excepting  fome  particular  days,  the 
weather  was  as  cold  as  in  the  month  of 
December, 


Having  now  no  mor<fe  than  two  tallow 
candles  remaining,  and  finding  no  longer 
a  poffibility  of  gathering  any  hips,  being 
too  weak  even  to  fearch  for  them,  we 
thought  it  likely  that  we  might  derive 
fome  degree  of  nourifliment  from  the  kelp- 
weed,  of  which  there  was  a  quantity  lying 
tipon  the  fhore.  We  accordingly  col- 
lifted  a  little  o/  it,  and  with  melted  fnow 
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boiled  it  for  a  few  hours  in  a  kettle ;  but, 
at  the  conelufion,  found  it  very  little  ten- 
derer than  at  firlt.  We  then  melted  one 
of  our  tallow  candles  in  the  liquor,  and 
having  fupped  it  up,  and  eat  a  quantity 
of  the  weed,  our  appetite  became  fome- 
what  fatiated :  but  in  about  two  hours 
tifne  we  were  all  affected  with  a  very  un- 
eafy  fenfation,  and  were  foon  after  feized 
with  a  fit  of  vomiting,  without  being  able 
to  bring  the  offending  matter  entirely  off 
the  ftomach.  This  fit  of  vomiting  having 
continued  for  about  four  hours,  we  found 
ourfelvcs  tolerably  eafy,  but  at  the  fame 
time  exceedingly  cxhaufted. 

On  the  2  2d  we  made  ufe  of  fome  more 
kelp-weed  and  our  laft  tallow  candle.  It 
liill  operated  in  the  fame  manner,  but  not 
to  fo  violent  a  degree  as  it  had  done  before. 
The  next  day  the  wind  blew  very  moderate 
from  the  nonh-weft,  and  brought  alevere 
froft  along  with  it.  We  had  now  an  op- 
portunity to  repair  our  boat ;  and,  if  our 
ftrength  had  been  fufficient  to  launch  it 
into  the  water,  we  fhould  have  changed 
our  refolucion,  and  have  quitted  the  plac?. 

W^ 
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We  made  indeed  a  faint  attempt  to  launch 
the  boat ;  but,  on  finding  that  we  could 
not  move  her  an  inch  tiom  where  fhe  lay 
upon  the  fliore,  we  were  obliged  to  give 
over  the  defign*  Our  candles  being  all 
confumcd,  we  were  under  the  neceffity  of 
boiling  the  kelp- weed  without  the  mix- 
ture of  tallow,  which,  however  naufeous 
at  any  other  time,  afforded  us  then,  not 
only  fome  kind  of  nouriihment,  but  even 
an  exquiftte  relifli. 

Having  for  three  days  tafted  of  no  other 
food  but  the  kelp-weed,  we  began  to  fwell 
to  an  alarming  degree.  This  we  were  at 
a  lofs  whether  to  attribute  to  the  kelp-^ 
weed,  or  to  the  cold  (for  we  were  nor 
able  to  keep  a  fufficient  fire) :  however  t 
thought  then,  and  do  Hill  believe,  thac  it 
proceeded  from  the  former  •,  for,  not  with- 
{landing  we  had  often  before  beenexp^'f  i 
to  the  ucmoft  feverity  of  the  froft,  and 
fometimes  without  any  fhelter  whatever, 
yet  we  had  never  found  ourfelves  affeded 
with  this  extraordinary  fymptom  ;  buc,  on 
the  contrary,  were  as  much  reduced  in. 
bulk  as  we  were  in  ti  rcngth  :   whereas  in 
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a  few  days,  the  fwelling  had  increafed  to 
fach  a  degree  all  over  our  bodies,  that, 
nocwithftanding  the  litrlc  flefh  we  had  upon 
our  bones,  we  could  fink  our  fingers  two 
inches  deep  on  the  fkin ;  the  impreffion  of 
which  remained  vifible  for  above  an  hour 
after.  Hunger  neverthelefs  ftill  obliged 
us  to  make  ufe  of  the  kelp-weed.  I  have 
never  fince  confulted  with  any  naturalift  or 
phyfician  about  the  extraordinary  efFefts  of 
this  weed ;  yet  doubt  not  but  tliey  may 
be  accounted  for  from  natural  caufes. 

We  paffed  a  few  days  more  in  the  fame 
manner;  at  the  expiration  of  which  we 
were  fo  much  fwollen,  as  to  be  almfoft  de- 
prived of  our  fight,  and  fo  reduced  in 
ftrength,  that  it  was  with  the  utmoft  diffi- 
culty vre  could  keep  our  fire  in  by  crawl- 
ing about  in  turn,  and  breaking  the  rot- 
ten branches  that  lay  fcattered  upon  the 
fnow.  The  time  was  now  arrived,  when 
I  thought  it  highly  expedient  to  put  the 
plan  before  mentioned  into  execution  j  but 
on  feeling  the  pulfe  of  my  companions, 
found  that  fome  of  them  were  rather  averfe 
to  the  propofal ;  the  defire  of  life  ftill  pre- 
vailing 
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tairirig  above  every  other  fentiment,  not'> 
withftanding  the  wretched  condition  they 
were  in,  and  the  innpoflibility  even  of  pre-' 
ferving  it  by  any  other  method. 

I  thought  it  an  extraordinary  in{lan<!ef 
of  infatuation,  that  men  Ihould  prefer  the 
certainty  of  's   lingering  and    miferable 
death,  to  the  diftant  chance  of  one  more 
immediate  and  lefs  painful.    However,  on 
confulting  with  the  mate  what  was  to  be 
done,  I  found,  that  though  they  objected 
to   the   propofal    of  cafting  lots   which 
fhould  be  the  vidlira,  yet  all  concurred  in 
the  neceffity  of  fome  one  being  facrifieed 
for  the  prefervation  of  the  reft.    The  only 
queftion  was  how  itfhould  be  determined  •, 
when,  by  a  kind  of  reafoning  more  agree- 
able to  the  di(^  nes  of  felf-love  than  of 
jnftice,  it  was  agreed  on,  that,  as  the  cap' 
tain  was  n©w  fb  exceedingly  reduced,  as 
to  be  evidently  the  firft  who  would  fink 
under  our  prefent  complicated  mifery  j  as 
he  had  been  the  perfon  to  whom  we  con- 
fidered  ourfelves  in  fome  meafure  indebted 
for  all  our  misfortunes ;  and  further,  as 
he  had,   ever  fince  our  fhipwreck,  been 

the 
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the  moft  rertiTs  in  his  exertions  towards 
the  general  good,  he  was  undoubtedly  the 
perfon  who  Ihould  be  firfl  facrificed. 

I  mud  confefs,  that  I  thought  at  that 
time,  there  was  fome  colour  of  truth  in 
thl«  conclufion  :  yet  I  was  not  a  little 
locked  at  the  captain's  intended  fate^,  al- 
ihr  ugh  I  had  more  reafon  than  any  one 
elle  to  be  incenfed  againft  him,  not  only 
on  account  of  his  negleft  of  duty,  and 
his  rnal-pradlices  at  the  hvt  in  purloining 
our  provifions,  but  for  another  reafon 
likewife<  After  our  fhipwreck,  I  had  dif- 
covered  by  fome  papers,  which  had  been 
wafhed  on  fliore,  that,  though  the  cap- 
tain's pretended  deflination  was  to  New 
York,  yet  his  real  one  was  to  the 
Weft  Indies^  if  he  could  pofEbly  eflTedt  it* 
Thus  would  he  have  baffled  General  Hal- 
dimand's  intentions,  in  fending  me  with 
difpatches,  that  m'ght  he  of  the  firll  con- 
fequence  to  this  country;  and  not  only 
have  difappointed,  but  alfo  have  defrauded 
me  of  the  money  which  I  paid  him  for 
ffiypaffage. 

1   ■     ^  •      ^  '     '  ^  The 
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The  determination  now  made  was  kept 
Ccerct  from  the  captain;  and  it  would  have 
been  impoffible  for  us  to  live  many  days 
longer  without  putting  it  into  execution, 
bad  we  not  happily  met  with  relief  from 
a  quarter  whence  we  little  expedted  it. 
On  the  28th  ot  February,  as  we  were  all 
lying  about  our  fire,  we  thought  that  we 
heard  the  found  of  human  voices  in  the 
u  oods  J  and  loon  after  difcovered  two 
Indians,  with  guns  in  their  hands,  who 
did  not  feem  yet  to  have  perceived  us. 
This  fight  gave  us  frefti  ftrength  4nd  fpi- 
rits  :  fo,  getting  up,  we  advanced  towards 
them  with  the  greateft  eagernefs  imagi- 
nable. 

As  foon  as  we  were  perceived  by  the 
Indians,  they  darted  back,  and  feemed 
fixed  for  a  few  moments  to  the  ground 
with  furprife  and  horror.  This  indeed  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at,  when  it  is  confi- 
dered,  that,  befides  the  amazement  they 
muft  naturally  have  felt  on  fuddenly  meet- 
ing with  white  men  in  this  uninhabited 
part  of  the  ifland,  our  appearance  itfelf 
>vas  epough  to  alarni  tl)e  mofl  intrepid: 

our 
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our  deaths  being  almoft  entirely  burnt  off, 
fo  that  wc  were  bare  in  leveral  parts  of  bur 
bodies,  our  limbs  fwollen  to  a  prodigious 
bulk,  our  eyes  from  the  fame  caufe  almoft 
invifible,  and  our  hair  in  a  confufed  and 
diihevelied  flate  about  our  heads  and 
Ihoulders,  particularly  of  thofe  who  wore 
it  long  j  for  we  had  not  been  able  to  comb 
it  fii^ce  our  iliipvvreck.  As  we  advanced 
towards  the  Indians,  feme  of  us  wept, 
vhiJe  others  laughtd,  through  jov.  Be- 
ing a  little  recovered  from  their  furprife, 
they  did  not  (hew  much  inclination  to 
accoft  us,  till  1  got  up  to  one  of  them, 
and  took  him  by  the  hand ;  when  he.:fhook 
it  for  feme  time  very  heartily ;  the  ufual 
^mode  of  falutation  among  the  Indians! 

Thev  began  at  length  to  ihcw  marks  of 
compaffion  at  our  diftreffed  appearance; 
and  I  imagine  their  Ihynefs  at  firft  pro- 
ceeded from  the  lepiii^nance  which  it  na- 
turally infpired  :  for,  ihete  Indians  being 
converted  to  Chriflianity,  I  will  not  attri- 
bute it  to  a  motive  fo  contrary  to  that 
doctrine,  as  the  idea  of  the  trouble  they 
\  might  exped,  without  any  compcnfation, 
•  —  in 
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in  relieving  us.  They  then  walked  wicti 
us  to  our  fire,  and,  fitting  down  by  it 
together,  one  of  them,  who  could  fpeak  a 
little  broken  French,  defired  we  would 
inform  him  when<?e  we  came,  and  the 
particulars  of  the  accident  that  brought 
us  there.  I  accordingly  gave  him  as  con- 
cife  an  account  as  pollible  of  the  difafters 
and  fatigues  we  had  undergone:  during 
the  relation,  he  feemed  to  be  very  much 
aiFeded  at  our  fufferings. 

Having  finiihed  my  narration,  I  afked 
the  Indian,  if  he  could  furniih  us  with 
any  kind  of  proyifions ;  to  which  he  an- 
fwered  in  the  affirmative.  Obferving  that 
we  had  very  little  fire,  he  fuddenly  ftarted 
up,  and  took  our  axe  in  his  hand  •,  when 
looking  at  it,  and  laughing  heartily,  I 
fuppofe  at  the  badnefs  of  it,  he  threw  it 
down  again,  and  taking  his  tomahawk 
from  his  fide,  which  is  a  fmall  hatchet 
that  the  Indians  always  carry  about  them, 
he  went,  and,  in  a  (hort  time,  cut  a  quan- 
tity of  wood,  which  he  brought  and  threw 
upon  our  fire.     This  done,  he  took  up  his 

M  gun. 
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giif^,  avid,  without  faymg  a  word,  went  off 
with  his  companion. 

This  ¥rouW  have  been  a  very  alarming 
cireumdance  to  perfons  ignorant  of  the 
InAan  manners  ^  hue  I  was  fo  well  ac- 
quainted' with  the  humour  of  thefe  people, 
who  feldom  fpeak  when  there  is  not 
an  abfolute  occalion  for  it>  that  I  doubted 
not  bui  they  were  gone  for  fomc  pro« 
vifions^  and  that  we  ihould  fee  them 
again  very  Ihortly.  Notwithflanding  the 
length  of  time  we  had  been  without  nou* 
riihmenty  I  mud  confefs,  that  1  felt  but 
Kttle  inclination  to  eat:  the  fire  which 
the  liadmi  hud  made,  was  the  greateft  rc- 
freflimentto  us,  as  we  had  been  for  many 
days  wkhout  a  good  one. 

After  about  three  hours  had  elapfed, 
during  which  interval  fome  of  our  party 
were  not  without  anxiety,  left  the  Indians 
fliould  never  return,  we  perceived  them 
coming  round  a  point  at  a  fmall  diftance 
m  a  bark  canoe.  Being  arrived  and  landed 
upon  the  beach,  they  took  out  of  their 

canoe 
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canoe  fome  fmoaked  venifon,  and  a  blad- 
der of  fcal  oil,  which  they  brought  up  to 
our  fire-place :  having  put  fome  of  tbo 
meat  into  our  kettle,  they  boikd  it  in 
melted  fnow,  and  then  gave  each  of  us  a 
very  fmall  quantity  of  it^  together  with 
fome  oil.  I  knew  very  well  their  reaf<  ^ 
for  being  fo  fparing  of  their  meat;  f 
eating  a  quantity  of  grofs  food  in  our  pre- 
fent  liate  might  be  attended  with  the  molQ: 
fatal  confequences.  It  gave  me  no  fmall 
pleafure  to  find  that  tl^  Indians  were  fo 
careful  of  us. 

This  light  repaft  being  ended,  the  In* 
dians  defired  three  of  us  to  embark  in 
their  canoe,  that  being  all  flie  could  carry 
at  a  tiniej  and  proceed  from  this  place  to 
their  hut,  which  lay  five  miles  further  by 
wateri  and  about  a  mile  from  the  fhore, 
in  the  middle  of  the  woods.  We  were 
received  at  the  fea  fide  by  three  other  In-» 
dians,  and  about  twelve  or  fourteen  wo* 
men  and  children,  who  had  been  there 
waiting  our  arrival.  Having  landed  from 
the  canoe,  we  were  conducted  by  thef^ 
laft  to  their  habitation  in  the  wood,  which 

Mz  confiftcd 
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cbnfifted  of  dirce  huts  or  wigwams,  there 
^iiog  that  number  of  families  amongft 
fhem:  meanwhile  the  fame  two  Indians 
fis  had  brought  iis»  went  back  in  their 
<^anoe  for  the  three  renJaittiifig  men  of  our 
p^rty.  On  arriving  at  the  mit,  we  were 
treated  with  the  greateft  humanity'by  thefe 
people;  they  gave  us  fome  broth  to  fup> 
but  would  not  fufFer  us  to  eat  meat, 
or  any  kind  of  fubflan tial  food  whatever. 

The  two  Indians  being  come  back  with 
our  companions,  and  having  all  received 
a  tolerable  refrefhment,  I  was  defired,  at 
the  requeft  of  a  very  old  woman,  who 
appeared  to  be  miftrefs  or  mother  of  the 
families  prefent,  to  give  them  an  account 
of  our  tranfaftions  fince  the  day  of  our 
fliipwreck.    I  accordingly  gave  a  more 

}>articular  account  than  I  had  (Ibne  before 
ri  French  to  the  Indian  whom  I  have  al- 
ready mentioned ;  and  he  explained  it  in 
his  own  language  to  the  other  Indians. 
In  the  courfe  of  my  relation  I  could  per- 
ceive that  the  old  woman  was  exceedingly 
affeded  at  certain  parts  of  it ;  which  gave 
me  much  fatisfaAion,  as  I  thence  de- 
rived 
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rived  hopes  that  they  would  continue  to 
treat  us  with  the  fame  humantt)'.  As 
foon.as  I  had  donefpeaking,  the  old  wo- 
man rofe  up,  and  after  fupplying  us  with 
fome  more  broth,  defired  the  interpreter  to 
explain  to  us  the  fhipwreck  of  the  famous 
French  partifan  St.  Luc  Lacorne  on  his 
paflfage  from  Canada  to  France. 

He  informed  me  that  this  gentleman, 
of  whofe  (hipwreck  I  had  already  heard 
fomething,  was  caft  away  dire&ly  upon 
the  North  Cape ;  that  a  great  number  of 
perfons  perifhed  on  the  occaiion,  amongft 
whom  were  two  of  Mr.  St.  Luc's  children, 
who  were  drowned  in  his  arms,  as  he  was 
attempting  to  carry  them  on  fliore.  He 
likewife  informed  me,  that  after  his  having 
remained  five  days  there,  and  fuffered 
much  from  cold  and  hunger,  he  himfelf 
bad  relieved  him,  and  conducted  him  to 
Louiflbourg;  for  which  fcrvice,  he  faid, 
Mr.  Sr.  Luc  was  indebted  to  him  thifty 
pounds,  which  he  promifed  to  remit  from 
Hallifax,  but  had  never  performed  it. 
Whether  this  part  of  the  Indian's  ftory 
be  true  or  not,  it  is  impoffible  for  me  to 

determine: 
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detenBUie:  the  g^tukmasi  bimielf  is  the 
i^ft  aoquatoted  wkli  it  But  this  I  am 
OBTtab  of,  that  the  poor  Indians  muft  have 
earned  the  money  vary  dearly,  in  con*- 
du6king  him  ib  £if ,  at  the  feafoa  of  the 
year  in  whidh  the  journey  was  perfomscd* 

Thefe  people  did  every  thing  to  (heir 
power  to  reduce  the  fwelling  from  our 
Mmbs;  which  they  at  lenjQChaccoinpliflied 
Afi^mtKrh  difficulty.  Having  provided  for 
(Qur  own  immediate  wants»  our  thoughts 
s«cun«d  to  tbofe  iUftfortunate  men  whom 
we  had  Jeft  by  the  wreck.  We  were 
under  much  anxiety  for  them^  left  by 
this  time  they  mig^  have  periftied  with 
imnger.  However,  in  cafe  they  ibould 
ht  ftill  alive,  I  was  determined  no  means 
fliould  be  onuiced  for  tkeir  pre(eni»tiooi 
and  having  defcribed  Co  the  Indians  the 
part  of  the  iflafid  we  were  cad  away 
upon,  aflced  them,  if  it  was  poffible  to  go 
to^ their  relief? 

Fcom  the  defcription  I  gave  the  Indians 
^  the  fituation  of  tl»  river,  and  of  a 
6naU  iffanxl  that  lay  nearly  o|^ofice»  they 
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GAij  i\M  tKe]f  knew  tbe*  pt«de  p^tfMtf 
welU  ffiat  it  was  above  ofre  hiliHlt^  mihrt 
diflaMff,  €hr«mgli  tery  difficult  |)a€h%  over* 
rii^rsafKl  mouAtttfiS}  and  tnatj  if  liMf 
insddrtooi:  ttie  joomey,  thejr  mtift  txj 
feme  compenftdmi  ferthcir  trolfble. 
indeed  was  but  reafonable:  for  it  cotiM 
not  be  expefted,  that  the  Indians  ihould 
lieave  their  hwMiing,  by  which  doii€<  tKey 
Ibbfifted  thrir  whres  and  £iM»ilies^  to  liiii^ 
dergoai  fflfigoe  of  fhat  kind  divotigh  pure 
b^neircrfence:  tad  as  to  their  flK^cotnit  of 
tHe  diAMte,  I  could  cia%  ^Ve  dre(£e  f9 
if,  anr  1  knew  w«  hitit  coBle  above  150 
miles  bf  wdler.    t  then  ififormed  thtm, 
for  the  firft  time,  for  iii  fa6^  it  did  not  d€-» 
cur  to<  me  before,  that  f  had  foine  moacy, 
and  that,  if  k  WouM  be  any  objeAr  t^ 
theray  \  tvouM  pajr  ^irai  for  thdr  troiible'. 
They  fecineti  mucb  [leafed  when  I  toM 
vhem  th»  I  katf  iiioAey,  and  defii«i  me  f# 
IM  them  took  at  it.    Then  takiaig  Ibt 
purfe  from  my  fervacfl,  I  fliewed  them^  tiit 
hundred  and  oghty  guineas  that  it  con- 
tamed  ;  and  (ibferving  an  eagemefv  in  their 
eouncemances  at  ^<^  fight  of  the  coin, 
H4iid)f  I  hai  Iktte  eatpSsted*  amongft  Itf- 

dians. 
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di^ms,  and  that  the  women  in  particular 
ieemed  to  have  taken  a  ftrong  fancy  to  it, 
I  prefented  them  with  a  guinea  each;  for 
which  th^y  exprefled  their  fatisfadtion  by 
laughing,  the  only  method  among  the  fa- 
vages  of  difplaying  every  fentiment  of  that 
nature. 

# 

However  I  was  determined  at  all  events 
to  lave  the  people^  if  any  of  them  remain-* 
ed  alive,  though  the  Indians  ihould  be  ever 
{q  exorbitant  in  their  demands  ^  and  made 
an  agreement  with  them  at  laft,  that  they 
ihould  fet  off  the  next  day,  which  was  the 
fecond  of  March,  and  that  they  ihould  re** 
ceive  twenty-five  guineas  at  their  depar* 
ture,  and  tne  fame  fum  on  their  return. 
This  being  adjufted,  they  immediately 
yrent  to  work  in,  making  a  proper  number 
of  mawkiiins  and  fnow  (hoes,  for  them- 
felves  and  for  the  men ;  and  three  of  them 
went  off  the  next  morning,  having  re* 
ceived  the  fum  of  money  agreed  for. 

After  thefe  people  knew  that  I  had 
money,  my  fituation  amongfl:  them  was 
not  near  fo^  comfortable  as  before:  for 

they 
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t«n  times  thfi  v^\m  for  f¥fry  Uttk  umlr 
f»fy  they  furniftwd  for  wyfejf  jWldth«uri* 

iwider  cooft^^iit  ^ppreJwflfiott^  left  A^tf 
ibould  be  imjjted  bf  ihis  rxti»or^Uoftrj 
jjaflicHi  for  smmey  m  pliwdi^usi  sko4  Iwre 
us  in  tW  iacne<i^irtuii$icqg4itiim  inmjmh 
xh^y  .f«ua4  us.    Tte  ooJy  djrcumflince 

Qo  which  jl  fi^iw^Q^  mf  hope  of  Iwteif 
iiPeatmeot  frpm  tjj^w.  v,»$  «hfif  feli^xi : 
far,  as  I  mewefl^H  l3^fjG««p  they  wcae 
€h«^iftiaj>jSi,  md  x\g4  i^^dim^  hmxig 

teen  iconyerted  iby  lAe  Friejjcb  befofl?  ««e 
ggft  |3oflfejJiou  pf  jcbie  ifli«¥l.  jBwic  |if rhe|is 
it  w^srchi^  very  clruim&m^  loif  th(wr  iccqpa- 

Iminication  with  Chriftians  that  had  in- 
fjHr^d  ther^  ^itb  «hf  t -veAiewfint  tevi^  of 
mpQ^y;  Tfaey  riW^gd  jiOKked  e>oei^  miM^ 
-of  ^tftfhiiafiijJit  tQ  <bfifr  fnUi^  Jbring  <\i5Ciy 
oSidupMfs  at  -their  4^Qmm  tiip^.aightMEvd  > 
BOGMtnipgi  fifrid  frtsquontly  ig?fcyie  us  ca\jferto 
wift  tfe^y  iwtd  not  be^  (qwi$e  fo  die^put, 
iby  diftupbiflg^SiWiihjCheir  irfalm-fingii:^ 
the  wikpk  njgbt,  Jt  wa^^ery.mucha&aid 
at  .tiwe»,  IntJfcey  Jbd  learnt  ihat  t^iwtpf. 

N  their 
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their  fed,  of  keeping  no  faith  with  here- 
tics, '  that  their  profeiEon  of  Chrifiianity 
tvould  be  of  litde  fervice  to  us.  My  fer* 
vant  being  an  Irfli  catholic,  they  were 
exceedingly  fond  of  him,  and  heaped  their 
favours  upon  him  very  profufely.  He 
joined'them  for  the  moft  part  in  their  roar- 
ing, for  I  cannot  with  propriety  call  it 
finging,  and  in  their  prayers ;  though  he 
did  not  underftand  a  word  of  either.  In- 
deed I  quefiion  much  whether  they  them- 
felves  underftood  them,  for  they  were 
|he  moft  confufed  jargon  I  ever  heard, 
compounded  of  their  own  and  the  French 
language,  with  the  mixture  of  a  few  bro- 
ken Latin  phrafes,  which  they  had  picked 
up  firom  their  converters,  the  Jeiuits. 

0  ^ 

Thefe  infular  favages  bore  in  general 
.  an  exaft  refemblance  in  their  perfons  and 
manners  to  thofe  on  the  continent  of  Ame- 
rica. The  principal  points  in  which  they 
differed  were,  in  having  their  hair  long, 
which  is  peculiar  to  the  women  alone 
among  the  continental  Indians,  and  in 
wearing  caps  and  breeches.  Their  lan- 
guage was  very  different  from  that  of  thofe 

nations, 
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nations,  or  tribes,  which  I  was  acquamted 
with ;  though  I  doubt  not  but  it  might 
have  a  refemblance  to  fome  others  upoa 
the  continent.  I  found  afterwards,  wnen 
we  got  into  a  part  of  the  ifland  where  it 
was  to  be  had,  that  they  had  the  fiune 
ftrong  propeniity  to  fpirituous  liquor^  fo 
uniyerfSd  among  the  Indians. 

It  was  fome  time  before  we  had  reco- 
vered any  degree  of  ftrength,  or  could 
digeft  any  fubftantial  food.  The  only 
kind  we  could  get  firom  the  Indians  was 
the  flefh  of  moofe-deer,  and  feal  oil ;  on 
which  they  fubfift  entirely  during  the  time 
of  hunting.  Notwithftanding  that  we 
found  ourfelves,  after  our  late  miferies^ 
pretty  comfortably  fituated  amongfl:  thofe 
lavagf  %  yet  I  was  anxious  to  get  away, 
on  accojnt  of  thedifpatches  I  was  charged 
with,  which  I  thought  migjht  be  of  tbt 
utmof}  confequence  to  his  majefly's  fervice; 
particularly,  as  I  knew  that  the  duplicates 
were  loft.  I  continued  however  in  lo  weak 
a  condition,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  me 
to  move  for  fome  time;  and  found,  as 
well  as  my  fellow  fufferers,   that  fuch  a 

ihocH 
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isOtik  W  tht  (x>Afi\m\tn  was  n6t  eafily  to 

A^er  bdng  Jibfent  near  a  fortttSght,  the 
IftdiaM  arrived  Whh  three  nten,  who  were 
IM  fadly  fufvivdrs  of  t|ie  eight  v/h6  had 
btetl  left  behind  al  the  hut,  They  were 
in  a  very  reduced  and  mlfefable  c6WIWoti, 
and  informed  me,  on  enquiring  the  parti- 
cUlifsbf  their  tifaftfkaitms  from  the  time 
i^\At  thert,  that  aAt*r  having  eonfumed 
Mil  the  beef,  they  liyed  {br  •  f6ni^  days  on 
the  ikltt  of  the  moofe-deet,  which  we  had 

teft  fetttire,  not  thinking  tt  worth  while  tcj 

ttike  i  partition  of  It.  This  heii^g  con- 
Wfaedi  three  of  them  died  in  a  few  days  of 
hunger,  andtheotheri  were  under  the  nc- 
eeffity  of  ibbfiAiftgon  the  fleJSi  of  the  deac| 
nieft,  till  they  vmt  fdfevtd  by  the  Indians. 
DhtJ  of  the  remaitiittg  five  wa^s  fo  impru- 
ttehtly  ravcttoiis,  when  the  fndians  came 
to  thdf  affiftance^  an  to  eat  fuch  a  quan- 
tity of  WeAt,  that  he  expired  in  a  few 
htwn,  irt  the  'greateft  Agonies  imaginable ; 
itttd  attot<her  foon  after  fltot  himMf  acci- 
iflfentAHy  wkh  one  of  the  Indians*  guns. 
'%\jSi^  \ytrs  our  tttimber,  which  originaily 

confifted 
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COnGfted  of  nineteen  perfons,  reduced  to 
nine ;  and  I  rather  wonder  how  fa  mtny 
j>erfons  could,  for  the  fpace  of  three 
months,  go  through  fuch  complicated 
diftreflcs,  from  exceifivc  cold,  fatigue,  and 
htinger. 

Wc  all  remamed  another  fortnight 
among  the  Indians,  during  which  I  was 
obliged  to  pay,  as  before,  a  moft  exor- 
bitant price  for  our  diet,  and  for  every 
neceflary  that  wc  were  providal  with.  By 
this  tim.e  my  health  being  fomewhat  re- 
elkbliihed,'  and  my  money  at  the  fame 
time  very  much  reduced,  I  was  refolved 
to  poftpone  my  own  convenienoe  to  the 
good  of  thefervice,  and  to  proceed  as  fafl! 
as  poflible  with  general  Haldimand's  diif- 

f)aiches,  though  it  was  now  the  moft  un^ 
avourable  feafoti  of  the  year  for  travelling. 
I  therefore  made  an  agreement  with  tb^ 
Indians  to  condu^  me  to  Hallifax ;  for 
which  I  was  to  pay  them  forty-five  pounds, 
and  to  furnifli  them  with  provifions,  and 
all  neceflaries,  at  every  inhabited  place  on 
pur  way. 


It 
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It  was  fettled  that  I  Ihould  depart  on 
the  id  of  April,  with  two  Indians,  for  Hal- 
lifoxy  accompanied  by  Mr.  Winflow,  a 
young  gentleman  who  had  been  a  pafTen- 
ger  on  board  the  veflel,  and  was  one  of 
the  three  furvivors  at  the  hut,  together  with 
my  own  fervant.  The  Indians  were  to 
condudt  the  remainder  of  our  party  to  a 
fettlement  on  Spaniih  river,  about  fifty 
miles  difiant,  where  they  were  to  remain 
till  the  fpring,  when  an  opportunity  might 
offer  for  them  to  get  by  fea  to  Hallifax. 
Previoufly  to  parting  I  gave  the  captain 
caih  for  a  bill  on  bis  owner  at  New  York, 
to  provide  for  the  immediate  fubfi  lence 
of  himfelf  and  the  failors  ;  which  bill  was 
afterwards  protefted  by  the  owner,  on  the 
pretence,  that  the  ihip  being  lofi,  neither 
mailer  nor  crew  were  entitled  to  any 
wages. 

We  accordingly  fet  off  on  the  day  ap- 
pointed, each  carrying  four  pair  of  Indian 
fhoes,  or  mawkifins,  a  pair  of  fnow-ihoes, 
and  provifions  for  fifteen  days.  The  fame 
day  we  got  to  a  place  called  by  the  Eng- 
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Hih  Broad  Oar,  where  we  were  detained 
the  following  day  by  a  fnow  ftorm.    On 
the  4th  we  again  proceeded  through  the 
woods  about  five  leagues;   and  on  t|ie 
5th  arrived  at  a  place  named  Broad  Deck, 
which  lies  at  the  entrance  of  a  yevy  fine 
falt-water  lake,   called  Lake  St.  Feter. 
This  lake  communicates  by  a  narrow  in* 
lee  with  the  fea,  from  which  it  is  diftant 
about  fixteen  kagues.    At  this  place  we 
met  with  tWo  families  of  Indians,   who 
were  hunting  there,    and  purchafed  of 
them  a  bark  canoe  for  five  pounds ;  the 
Indians  having  informed  me,  that  fome 
parts  of  this  great  lake  are  never  frozen, 
and  that  it  was  requifite  to  have  a  canoe 
to  pafs  over  thofe  places;  and  as  we  were 
to  travel  over  the  ice  in  other  parts  of  itj 
I  was  obliged  to  purchafe  two  Indian 
fleighs,   in  which  we  were  to  place  the 
canoe,  and  drag  it  after  us.  % 

Having  remained  two  days  in  this 
place,  and  provided  ourfelves  with  a  few 
other  neceflary  articles,  we  proceeded  on 
the  7th  for  a  few  miles  along  the  lake;  but 
the  ice  being  bad,  we  were  foon  obliged 
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to  tike  to  tiie  woods.    A  thaw  coming  oh 
tbon  after*    with  rain«    made   the  fQow» 
which  Jay  to  the  depth  of  fix  feet  in  the 
MToods,  fo  ibft  and  beavy^  that  we  could 
travel  no  longer  oa  our  frjow-flioes,   the 
itvnv  i^icking  to  them  4,n  large  quantities. 
We  were  therefore  obliged  to  make  afire, 
^nd  remain  here;    and  the  thaw  conti- 
nuing for  the  {pace  c^four  days^  nlade  us 
Very  appreheofive  left  the, ice  ihould  give 
(way  ali*^ther :  for  the  fpring  was  now 
too  far  advanced  to  travel  any  longer  U[yjn 
iriae  faow,    unlefe    during  a  ffoit.     We 
ikoold  tten  Jiavc  been  under  the  neceffity 
, of  waiting  rill  Dhe  ice  was  entirely  cleared 
tiaff the  lake  ;'  which  would  have  taken  at 
•leaft  a  f artnig^t  or  three  week«  from  the 
4atne  c^  its  breaking  up ;  in  which  cafe 
iRCtnight  have  been  reduced  to  a  condition 
equally  diftcefled  with  that  we  bad  been  in 
after  our  fhipwrecki  except  that  we  weref 
provided  with  arms  and  ammunition; 

tlowevcr  the  fnofl  returned  on  the  1 2th^ 
«iid  tlie  next  day  we  fet  off,  and  travelled 
about  fix  leagues,  fcmetiinee  on  floating 
pieces  of  tte,  and  »t  others  in  our  cano^, 

where 
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^hcre  the  lake  was  open.  On  the  i4rfi 
our  provifions  being  neady  exhatrfted,  I 
propofed  goittg  in  fcatch  of  fome  game,  as 
the  country  abounded  with  deer :  for  the 
Indians  in  general  never  think  of  providing 
for  the  next  day's  wants,  but  eat  on  with- 
out reflcdion  Whilft  they  have  a  morfel  of 
food  remaining.  1  accbrdingly  went  wfdi 
one  of  the  Indians  into  the  wood^.  We 
had  not  been  three  hoars  on  the  hunt,  be- 
fore we  difcovered  a  very  6ne  moofe-deer  ; 
and  the  lodian  Ihot  him  in  a^bout  an  hour 
after*  We  fkinned  this  animal,  whidi 
weighed  about  fix  httndred  pounds,  loaded 
ourfelveswith  fome  of  the  beft  parts  of  its 
fleflj,  as  well  as  the  blood,  which  the 
Indian  took  cane  to  colJied,  putting  it  in 
the  Madder  of  the  beaft ;  and  returned  to 
ottr  canoe.  We  then  fent  the  other  Indian, 
Mr.  Window,  and  my  fcrvant,  for  fome 
more  of  the  meat,  of  which  they  brought 
about  an  hundred  pounds. 

Being  now  well  flocked  with  provifions, 
we  had  no  reafon  to  apprehend  that  w« 
IhouW  want,  in  cafe  a  return  of  mild  wea- 
ther IhouM  render  it  imjioffible  for  us  to 
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travel  either  upon  the  lake  or  in  the  woods. 
On  the  15th  we  let  out  very  early  in  the 

iinorningy  and  purfued  our  journey  about 
fix  leagues,  in  the  fame  manner  as  before. 
The  greateft  inconvenience  that  we  felt 
was  the  want  of  bread,  which  the  Indians 

'  oEthis  qpuntry  never  make  ufe  of  whilft 
they  are  hunting ;  and  being  now  much 
wearied  with  travelling,  our  ftrength 
having  been  greatly  exhaufted  by  our  paft 
fatigues,  we  agreed  to  make  a  halt  for  a 
day  or  two  in  the  woods.  What  renders 
the  travelling  through  the.  woods  in  thefe 
cold  climates  more  tolerable  than  might  be 
fuppofed  during  the  winter  feafon,  is  the 

.  number  of  pine-trees  and  other  evergreens, 
which  are  interfperfed  in  different  parts ; 

.  the  branches  of  which  ferve,  not  only  to 
lie  upon,  but  alfo  as  a  ihelter  from  the 
feverity  of  the  weather.  We  chofe  a  fpot 
abounding  with  thefe  trees,  and  it  is  al- 
moft  inconceivable  in  how  Ihort  a  time  the 
Indians  made  us  a  comfortable  habitation 
of  the  boughs,  called  in  their  language  a 
wigwam.  Their  method  of  conftrudting 
them  is  as  follows :  having  chofcn  the 
fpot  for  their  fire,  they  firft  clear  off  the 

fnow, 
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fnow,  throwing  it  up  into  a  bank  in  a  cir* 
cular  form,  leaving  a  vacant  fpace,  or 
paffage,  to  leeward :  and  it  is  to  be  ob-* 
ferved,  that  the  more  fnow  there  is  on  the 
ground  the  better,  as  it  makes  the  beft 
part  of  the  Ihelter.  They  then  cut 
branches  of  pines,  of  a  proper  length, 
and  placing  the  thicker  ends  of  them  in 
the  bank  of  fnow,  bend  and  interweave, 
them  towards  the  top.  Thefe  branches 
are  croffed  by  others,  and  interwoven  with 
fmaller  ones,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to 
afford  a  fufficient  Ihelter  from  the  wind 
and  from  the  falling  fnow.  The  fire  is 
made  in  the  middle  of  the  wigwam,  and 
the  fmoke  of  it  goes  out  by  the  paffage  to 
leeward.  The  wigwams  thus  made  are 
very  comfortable,  even  in  the  coldell  wea- 
ther, and  are  proof  againft  any  thing  but 
a  heavy  rain ;  befide  which,  a  change  of 
wind  is  the  only  inconvenience  chey  are 
liable  to. 


We  proceeded  again  on  our  journey  on 
the  i8th,  and,  during  that  and  the  fol- 
lowing day,  travelled  feveral  miles,  without 
meeting  with  any  thing  remarkable.    I 

had 
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'  had  now  leifure  to  obfecve  the  beauties  of 
this  lake,  which  was  one  of  the  fineft  I 
ever  faw  in  America ;  though  at  this  fea- 
fonof  the  year  it  could  not  appear  to  the 

*'  beft  advantage.  As  far  as  L  could  judge, 
it  is  about  twenty  leagues  in  iangth  from 
north  to  fouth,  and  eight  wide  fcoai  call 
to  weft.  A  number  of  fmall  iflands  are 
fcattered  about  in  difierent  parts  of  it,  and 
give  it  fomewhat  the  appearance  of  the 
lake  of  Kiilarny,  and  other  frefh- water 
lakes  in  Ireland.  Thefe  iflands  have  never 
been  fettled  on  ;  yet  appear  to  be  very 
fruitful,  and  muft  be  a  moll  delightful 
refidence  in  fummer,  except  for  the  want 
of  frelh  water  ;  which  perhaps  may  be  the 
areafon  they  have  never  been  inhabited. 
Had  the  lake  been  properly  frozen,  we 
might  have  faved  ourfclves  the  trouble  of 
travelling  feveral  leagues,  by  crofling  over 
from  point  to  point,  and  from  one  ifland 
to  another:  bu',  this  not  being  the  cafcj 
we  were  obliged  to  traverround  the  great- 
eft  part  of  the  bays  on  one  fide  of  it. 

On  the  20th  we  arrived  at  a  place  called 
St,  Peter's,  where  there  are  rour  or  five 

French 


French  and  ElngUih  families  fettled.     I 
was  here  received  very  politely,  and  enter- 
tained at  the  boufe  of  a  Mr.  Cavanai^,. 
a  merchant,  who  was  fo  good  as  to  take 
my  draught  for  200  pounds  upon  my  fa- 
ther, though  I  was  a  perfect  ftranger  tp; 
him.    To  this  harbour  vefl'els  of  the  great-r 
eft  burthen  can  come  wirh  fafety,  and  a 
confiderablc  filhcry  v^ras  formerly  carried 
on  here,  till,  on  the  breaking  out  of  th^ 
prcfent  war,  the  American  privateers  put 
a  ftop  to  it.  The  force  of  thefe  privateeis, 
even  taken  colleftively,  is  but  trilling  •,  and 
it  is  much  ta  be  regretted,  that  governr 
ment  cannot  fpare  a  veffel  or  two  of  force 
to  cruize  about  here,  and  prjote<ft  the  iiih' 
eries  ;  which,  together  with  fome  other 
branches  of  trade,   might  be  carried  on 
with  as  much  vigour,    and  much  more 
benefit,  than  before  the  war.     This  Mr, 
Cavanaugh,  but  a  ihort  time  before  I  ar^ 
rived,    was  plundered  to  the  amount  of 
three  thoufand  pounds,  by  two  privateers 
from  Bofton ;  who  came  in  at  their  lei- 
fure,   and  took  what  they  wanted  out  of 
his  ftores.     Thefe  American  privateers 
have  likewife  driven  all  the  fettlers  away 

from 
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from  Louifburgy  who  had  alfo  fubfided  by 
the  fifliery ;  and  it  is  fomewhat  remark- 
able, that  this  place,  which  was,  during 
the  two  laft  wars,  fuch  a  bone  of  conten- 
tion between  us  and  the  French,  has  not 
at  the  prefent  moment  fq  much  as  a  tingle 
inhabitant. 


I  fhoiild  have  taken  a  fliallop  or  fifliing- 
boat  from  this  place,  and  gone  to  Halli- 
fax  by  fea,  but  that  there  was  almoft  a 
certainty  of  being  taken  by  fome  privateer 
along  the  coaft.  This  lake  St.  Peter  is 
but  half  a  mile  from  the  ocean,  to  which 
we  were  to  carry  our  canoe  through  the 
woods,  and  to  proceed  by  water  to  the 
gut  of  Canceau.  While  the  French  were 
in  poffeflion  of  the  ifland,  they  had  formed 
a  defign  of  cutting  through  this  narrow 
neckof  lan3,  and  opening  a  communication 
on  that  fide  between  the  ocean  and  the 
lake,  in  order  to  bring  in  their  large  ihips 
of  war,  to  lie  during  the  winter  in  the 
lake  of  St.  Peter  5  for  there  is  a  fufficient 
depth  of  water  in  the  harbour  of  St.  Peter 
for  the  largeft  (hips  of  the  line  to  ride, 
though  there  is  not  water  enough  in  the 
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inlet,  by  which  the  lake  communicates 
with  the  ocean,  to  enable  them  to  pafs  up 
to  the  harbour. 

After  (locking  ourfclves  therefor©  with 
as  much  proviiions,  and  other  necefTaries, 
as  we  had  occaiion  for,  we  fet  off  on  the 
2 2d  in  our  bark  canoe,  and  arrived  the 
fame  day  at  a  place  called  by  the  French, 
Grand  Grave ;  where  there  is  a  family  or 
two  of  that  nation.  The  wind  blowing 
hard,  we  were  obliged  to  remain  here  all 
night,  and  on  the  23d  proceeded  along  the 
coaft  to  a  fettlement  called  Difcoufle,  where 
we  were  detained  another  day  by  fomc 
floating  ice. 

On  the  25th  we  got  to  a  place  called 
Narrafhoc ;  where  we  were  as  hofpitably 
entertained  as  we  had  been  at  St.  Peter's. 
I  here  exchanged  the  remains  of  my  regi- 
mental coat  for  a  brown  fuit  of  cloaths, 
intending  to  pafs  for  the  matter  of  the  fliip, 
in  cafe  1  Ihould  happen  to  be  taken  by  any 
of  the  American  privateers  atCanceau;  and 
as  the  inhabitants  of  this  place  gave  me  to 
underftand,    that  the  people  of  Canceau 

were 
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-mttt  very  much  difafftdted  to  government, 
I  took  every  precaution  to  difguife  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  officer. 

We  proceeded  in  our  canoe,  on  the  26th, 
•to  th«  point  of  lAe  Madame ;  intending 
Ko  crofs  the  great  paflagc  of  Canceau. 
This  paiTage  is  called  the  Gut  of  CanccaUj 
from  an  Acadian  fettlement  of  tha;t  name 
on  the  continent  •,  and  feparates  the  Idand 
of  Cape  Breton  from  Acadia,  or,  as  it  is 
now  called  by  the  Englifh,  Nova  Scotia. 
The  \^2Lfyi  of  Madame  lies  in  the  middle 
of  the  gut,  but  rather  nearer  to  Cape  Bre- 
ton than  to  the  main ;  aiKi  the  paflagc  to 
this  ifland  is  called  the  J^mall,  that  from 
the  IQand  to  Canceau,  the  Great  Paflage. 
On  making  the  point  of  IQe  Madame,  we 
found  that  there  was  ftiU  a  great  quantity 
of  floating  ice  rn  the  Great  Paflage,  and, 
not  thinking  it  prudent  to  venture  in  our 
frail  veflci  amongft  it,  we  returned  to  Nar- 
rafeoc,  in  order  to  procure  a  fmall  floop 
or  vcflel  that  could  refill  the  ice* 


Having  accordingly  provided  one,  we 
etnbarfeed  our  little  canoe  in  it,  and,  on 
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the  27th,  the  .wind  being  asfavdUraUe  as 
we  could  wilh,  got  acrofs  the  paflage, 
which  is  eight  leagues,  in  three  hours. 
The  men,  who  navigated  the  veffel  to  the 
other  fide,  were  very  apprehenfive  of  fome 
American  privateers  lying  in  the  harbour 
of  Canceau,  having  leen  feVeral  in  the 
bay  two  days  before.  Upon  this  intelli^ 
gence,  I  gave  my  difpatches  and  papers  to 
one  of  the  Indians,  jcnowing  well,  that 
they  never  attempt  to  fearch  or  ulunder  any 
of  thefe  people.  We  were  however  fo 
fortunate  as  to  fee  no  privateers  on  enter«> 
ing  the  harbour. 

On  landine  at  Canceau^  I  went  to  the 
lioufe  of  a  Mr^  Rufl*,  who  is  the  principal 
man  at  this  place,  and  adts  as  a  juHice  of 
the  peace  under  government,  for  which  he 
teceives  about  1 00  /.  fvr  annum.  The  in* 
habitants  oti  the  other  iide,  as  well  as  the 
people  who  brought  us  over,  having  in«> 
formed  mei  that  this  gentleman  always 
fupplied  thp  New^England  cruizers  with 
every  neceflary  that  his  ftores  could  afford^ 
I  was  determined  to  be  very  cautious  in 
tvccy  thing  I  bid  in  his  prefence.    Ha-^ 
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vlngpaid  the  perfon  who  brought  u$  over 
the  gut,  and  thanked  him  for  his  private 
intelligence,  I  was  conducted  to  thelioule 
of  this  Mr.  Ruft,  to  whom  1  paffed  my- 
felf  for  the  captain  of  the  ihip.  He  aiked 
me  a  nuniber  of  queftions,  the  tendency 
of  which  I  could  eafily  perceive;  and 
therefore  gave  him  as  evafive  anfwers  as 
poffible.  1  f<6und  that  he  had  a  brother* 
in-'law,  who  was  a  fir  ft  lieutenant  on  board 
a  fixteen-gun  brfg  belonging  to  Boft<M^ 
which  bad  gone  out  of  the  harbour  of 
Canceau  the  day  before. 

We  remained  in  this  plac^  till  three 
o'clock  the  next  morning,  when,  being 
appreheniive  of  treachery  on  the  part  of 
our  pretetkled  friends,  we  fet  off  without 
any  intimation  of  it  to  Mr.  Ruft.  From 
this  gentleman  I  had  purchafed  a  piece  of 
fait  pork  Mid  about  eight  pounds  of  bif- 
cuit,  which  he  faid  was  as  much  as  he 
could  fpare,  and  for  which  I  was  obliged 
to  pay  him  at  leaft  thrice  its  value.  We 
were  now  to  proceed  in  our  canoe  along 
the  coaft  to  Hailitax,  and  had  reafon  to 
fear,  that  we  ihould  be  again  diftrefled  foif 

provifions, 


C    107    ] 

provifions.  jHowcver  wc  were  fo  lucky 
a&  to  find,  a^  vtc  coafted  along,  plenty  of 
lobders  and  other  iilh,  which  the  Indiana 
caagnt  with  prodigious  dexterity,  kiUing 
the  ^atiifh  with  a  pointed  pole,,  and  the 
lobffers  with  a  cloven  one.  We  were  ten 
days  goins'from  Canceau  to  Hallifaic,  du- 
ring which  interval  we  did  not  nacet  with 
any  fettlement,  and  faw  nothing  worth 
mentioning,  except  a  number  of  picca* 

roons  on  various  parts  of  the  coaft. 

■ "'    '  ' 

The  Indians  remained  for  a  few  days  at 
^allifax  ;  when,  having  received  the  ba< 
lance  due  to  them,  they  took  their  de- 
parture  for  the  ifland.  I  was  pbliged  to 
tontinqe  here  for  two  months  longer,  till 
an  opportunity  ferved  of  a  pa0age,  in  the 
l^oyal  Oak,  to  New  York  ;  where  I  de- 
livered my  difpatches  (in  a  very  ragged 
condition)  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 

The  reft  of  my  fellow  fufferers  in  the 
Ihip wreck  foon  after  arrived  at  Hallifax  in 
a  ihallopfrom  bpanilh  River.  The  cap- 
tain, coiifcious  of  the  reception  he  would 
peet  with^  did  not  think  proper  to  go  to 
^  his 
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lis  owner  at  Kew  Yorkj  to  fi;ive  an  ac* 
count  of  the  lofs  of  his  vefTel;  but  took 
his  paflase  in  a  ihip  from  Hallifax  to  Lon- 
don^ ana  now  ferves  as  a  pilot  on  the 
Thames*  The  mate  was.  on  account  of 
his  good  conduA  duriae  the  whole  of  our 
tranladions,  appointedl>y  a  gentleman  in 
Hallifax  to  the  command  of  a  Ihip  bound 
to  the  Weft  Indies. 
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